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EASING THE PAIN OF LOSS

Father Leo O’Donovan SJ delivers the invocation next to President Joe Biden, left, 
during the presidential inauguration on Jan. 20. Father O’Donovan is a former 
president of Georgetown University. Photo credit: Patrick Semansky / Pool / AFP via Getty Images.

By Debbie Shelley
The Catholic Commentator

Out of their heartbreak of suffering 
three miscarriages a ministry was born 
for Emily and Jason Froeba to help 
provide families experiencing a similar 
loss the comfort of knowing their baby 
will lay in what the couple says will be a 
monument of life.

Froeba and her husband, Jason, are 
making caskets for a new mausoleum 
that will be constructed at St. George 
Cemetery in Baton Rouge that will 
allow for families who have lost a child 
to still birth, miscarriage, Sudden 
Infant Death Syndrome or while still in 
a womb a free place to bury their child.

“ ‘Carriers of Hope’ builds caskets 
to honor and lay to rest the smallest 
souls. Named for our daughter, Cecilia 
Hope – we pray that it will bring hope 
and peace to those who experience the 
loss of children from miscarriage,” said 

Emily Froeba. 
The Froebas’ other children who 

passed away during miscarriages are 

Joseph Patrick and John Benedict 
Froeba.

The journey into the making 

ministry has been “bittersweet” and 
beautiful for the Froebas, who began 
making the caskets for a few people and 
then started receiving more requests as 
others heard about it.

That’s when they joined the efforts 
of Monica Alley, founder of Anna’s 
Grace Foundation, which offers 
emotional and financial support to 
families who experience miscarriage, 
stillbirth or infant loss, in establishing 
the mausoleum at St. George.

“Jason and Emily Froeba’s ministry, 
Carriers of Hope, is guided by their 
own experiences with loss and will 
be an important part of the healing 
process for so many across our 
community.  Because they have a deep 
understanding of the grief journey 
families are on, I know that each casket 
will be made with extreme care and 
love, each detail reflecting the dignity 
and value of the baby held within,” said 
Alley. “It is truly a gift to be able to work 
beside them to make a difference in the 
lives of those who have experienced the 
loss of a precious baby.”

In order to get the correct dimensions 
for the caskets, which are about 8x12 
inches and five inches tall, the Froebas 
contacted Woman’s Hospital in Baton 
Rouge. The caskets will have linings 

SEE CASKETS PAGE 15

SEE BIDEN PAGE 5

Bishops offer prayer for 
Biden on Inauguration Day

Couple building 
caskets for the 
smallest souls

Jason Froeba builds a casket for couples who have lost a child to still birth, miscarriage, 
Infant Death Syndrome or while still in the womb. Photo provided by Emily Froeba

Washington D.C. (CNA) – After 
initially withholding from publication 
a prepared statement on Joe Biden’s 
inauguration as president, the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB) eventually released the 
statement early on the afternoon of 
Jan .20.

Although it was expected to be 
released at 9 a.m. Eastern time Jan. 
20, the statement was not published 
by the bishops’ conference at that 
time. According to The Pillar, Vatican 
Secretariat of State officials stepped in 
to prevent its publication.

CNA published the prepared 

remarks when the 9 a.m. embargo 
lifted. The conference published the 
full statement shortly after noon.

“Our commitments on issues of 
human sexuality and the family, 
as with our commitments in every 
other area  such as abolishing the 
death penalty or seeking a health 
care system and economy that truly 
serves the human person  are guided 
by Christ’s great commandment to 
love and to stand in solidarity with 
our brothers and sisters, especially 
the most vulnerable,” Archbishop Jose 
Gomez of Los Angeles, president of the 
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  |  DID YOU KNOW Jesus’ healing ministry

FA I  H
Life-Giving 

SEE GOSPEL PAGE 3

Groundhog Day 
and Catholicism

By Dina Dow

It is inspiring to meditate on the miracles 
performed by Jesus. Most powerful are the 
miracles we will hear during the next two 
weeks. The 4th and 5th Sunday or Ordinary 
Time Mass readings draw us into 
the deeper mystery of the heal-
ing ministry of Christ, where we 
see Jesus casting out, curing the 
sick and teaching, all with a “new au-
thority” (Mk 1:27).

Teaching
After the call of the first disciples the 

Gospel of St. Mark immediately dives into 
the ministry of Jesus, as he and the apos-
tles enter the synagogue at Capernaum. 
Here we find Jesus, teaching as “one having 
authority” (Mk 1:21-28). Why is this signifi-
cant? Comparatively speaking, as the scribes 
taught, they referenced a reputable rabbi, 
sort of name-dropping for lack of better anal-
ogy. Hence, a scribe never taught from their 
own authority but always by the authority or 
teaching from another rabbi. As Jesus taught, 
he referenced no one. He spoke by the au-
thority given to him by God. It was unheard 
of. The people were “astonished” yet unable 
to recognize Jesus beyond a new rabbi. Yet, 
who in this account did recognize and iden-
tify Jesus? 

Casting out
It is rare we experience the casting out 

of a demon. Honestly, I cannot even watch 
movies in their entirety when they are 
about exorcisms. As a child my anxiety lev-
els increased as I heard the stories of Jesus 
casting out demons. It was not that I was 
fearful of Jesus but rather fearful of the re-
ality that demons do exist. With Jesus, I re-
alized as I grew older, there was nothing to 
fear. Without Jesus, as I experienced, there 
was all to fear.

Casting out demons is bizarre upon first 
hearing. What is most incredible is the un-
clean spirit in this account recognizes who 
Jesus really is, “the holy one of God” (Mk 
1:24). How is this possible? Because this un-
clean spirit immediately knows Jesus has 
power over it. Jesus reveals his power and au-
thority over evil, casts it out of the poor soul 
and what does the unclean spirit do? It flees. 
It “runs” because it knows and recognizes the 

power of God. Ask yourself, what is possess-
ing, owning or taking hold over me? Have I 
sought help from Jesus asking for protection 
over the evil one?

Sick with fever
Moreover, Jesus not only combats demon-

ic possessions and casts out 
evil, he also heals physical 
infirmities. Immediately 

following this event, Jesus en-
ters Simon’s house, along with 
Andrew, James and John. He 

is told Simon’s mother-in-law is sick with 
fever. Jesus, having a mother he loved, went 
to Simon’s mother-in-law, held her hand and 
helped her up. She was free from fever. Jesus 
healed her. And like any great mother-in-law, 
she fed them. What a powerful encounter 
with Jesus. Of course, word spread through-
out the entire region of the miracles and all 
brought to Jesus those they knew who were 
possessed and sick. All were healed. 

Paragraph 447 of The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church states, “Throughout his 
public life, (Jesus) demonstrated his divine 
sovereignty by works of power over nature, 
illnesses, demons, death and sin.” Pause for a 
moment. Whom have I “brought” to Jesus for 
healing? When have I experienced the heal-
ing power of God?

Jesus’ healing ministry for us
The sacraments of healing (reconciliation 

and anointing of the sick) were instituted by 
Christ as a continuation of his healing min-
istry for the faithful. By the grace and power 
of the Holy Spirit we are able to participate 
in both. We read in CCC #1514, “The anoint-
ing of the sick ‘is not a sacrament for those 
only who are at the point of death. Hence, as 
soon as anyone of the faithful begins to be in 
danger of death from sickness or old age, the 
fitting time for him to receive this sacrament 
has certainly already arrived.’ ”

Effects of sacrament of healing
“The special grace of the sacrament of 

the anointing of the sick has as its effects: 
the uniting of the sick person to the passion 
of Christ, for his own good and that of the 
whole church; the strengthening, peace and 
courage to endure in a Christian manner the 
sufferings of illness or old age; the forgive-
ness of sins, if the sick person was not able 

On Feb. 2, a furry rodent, “Punx-
sutawney Phil,” receives a “rock 
star” status among meteorolo-
gists as he ceremoniously predicts 
whether we will have six more 
weeks of winter or an early spring. 

Traditionally, thousands gather 
in Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, 
and others look on through tech-
nology, as Phil emerges (or is awak-
ened) from his winter sleep a little 
after 7 a.m. EST, encircled by peo-
ple in top hats. He is cheered and 
hoisted in the air before making his 
prediction. If he sees his shadow, it 
means six more weeks of winter. If 
not, it’s an early spring.

But what is interesting about 
Groundhog Day, in which a humble 
mammal, also known as a “Whistle 
Pig” or “Ground Squirrel,” becomes 
a celebrity for a day, is that the sec-
ular tradition has its roots in the 
Catholic faith. Here, he is overshad-
owed by events following the birth 
of Christ, whose arrival was an-
nounced by the Star of Bethlehem.

Feb. 2 marks the final day of the 
40-day Christmastide season and is 
the feast of the Presentation of Our 
Lord, or Candlemas Day. Forty days 
after Christ’s birth, Mary and Jo-
seph, following Mosaic law, brought 
Jesus to the Temple in Jerusalem 
for the rites of purification and ded-
ication.

During the presentation Sime-
on prophesized about Christ being 
a light to the Gentile nations and 
alluded to his crucifixion. In ac-
knowledgment of Simeon’s prophe-
sy, since around the seventh centu-
ry the faithful would host a special 

procession and blessing of candles 
during Mass on this day. 

This led to the name “Candle-
mas.”

In England, the children were 
taught about Candlemas through 
the poem:

“If Candlemas be fair and bright, 
Come winter, have another flight. 
If Candlemas bring clouds and rain, 
Go winter, and come not again.”

Over the years, secular traditions 
have spun off from Candlemas. 

In France, La Chandeleur has 
also come to be known as Crêpe 
Day, as the customs of the celebra-
tion have morphed over time and 
now include the consumption of 
crepes. 

And in the United States, Ger-
man settlers in Pennsylvania blend-
ed the Christian Candlemas holiday 
with other superstitions, which held 
that a hedgehog (from where they 
came) could predict weather, which 
developed into the quirky tradition 
of Groundhog Day.

So as we commemorate the Pre-
sentation of our Lord and his ac-
knowledgement as the “true light 
of the world” we can tip our (top 
hats) to Phil through his other title  
– woodchuck.  Just ask the tongue 
twisting question, “How much wood 
would a woodchuck chuck … ?”

And interestingly, word experts 
say the word woodchuck is neither 
related to wood nor chucking. It’s an 
anglicized term, drawn from many 
Native American languages, most 
directly the groundhog’s Aboriginal 
Algonquian name, wuchak. So the 
correct answer is none!
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By Richard Meek
The Catholic Commentator

As January’s chill gripped 
the Baton Rouge area, staff 
members at the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul prepared to ac-
tivate the agency’s emergency 
freeze plan at its homeless shel-
ters and family shelters.

Only this year, such issues as 
social distancing and masking 
added a singular complexity to 
the planning. 

The coronavirus protocols 
means offering fewer beds 
available to those experienc-
ing homelessness, along with 
guests inside the shelters hav-
ing to adjust to new restric-
tions. 

Typically during emergen-
cy conditions, such as a freeze 
or hurricane, the men’s shelter 
can add up to 31 beds and the 
recently opened day shelter can 
temporarily pop up an addi-
tional 36 night beds.

But St. Vincent de Paul Pres-
ident/CEO Michael Acaldo said 
the protocols prevented no 
beds from being added in the 
men’s shelter because the dorm 
style setting makes it impossi-
ble to social distance.

And in the day shelter, the 
number of beds that could be 
added was reduced to 18.

“Fortunately, (the 18 beds) 
have been sufficient to be able 
to take in those requesting 
shelter,” Acaldo said.

He said some individu-
als experiencing unsheltered 
homeless do not always seek 
shelter in colder temperatures, 
depending on how low the mer-
cury dips. He said the shelter 
will see a small increase when 
the temperature drops below 
40 degrees and a larger number 
when it drops below freezing.

Several years ago, when 
the temperature fell below 20 
degrees, Acaldo said “we saw 
people seeking shelter we had 

never seen.”
“As the warmth comes in, 

you see people leaving, kind of 
by the level of the cold we are 
experiencing,” he said.

The protocols have also put 
an added burden on staff mem-
bers, who must check the tem-
peratures of those entering the 
shelter, including guests in the 
Bishop Ott Sweet Dreams Shel-
ter, and also serve as proto-
col monitors to ensure that all 
guests remain safe.

“That is a little more diffi-
cult when you pop up a winter 
shelter more than a normal ev-
eryday emergency just due to 
the fact that those individuals 
seeking shelter you don’t know 
where they have been,” he said. 
“You are hopeful they are being 
honest in regard to answering 
the (mandatory coronavirus) 
questionnaire. Hopefully, those 
(answers) are all truthful.

“There is a level of concern 
due to the coronavirus.”

Acaldo said each individual 
is asked where they are from, 
their last residence and do any 

family members live in the area 
who might be able to offer them 
refuge. He recalled one gen-
tlemen who, when questioned, 
said he had just tested positive 
for COVID-19.  

“He admitted it,” Acaldo 
said. “We consulted with our 
case management team and 
when we went back he had left.”

If a guest does exhibit coro-
navirus symptoms, the agency 
immediately calls 911 and the 
person is likely to be transport-
ed to one of the camps the state 
has established for those expe-
riencing homelessness with the 
virus. 

“Once it’s safe, the state will 
return that person to the home-
less shelter of wherever in the 
state they came out of,” Acal-
do said. “The state has a good 
camp, and it’s a good system.”

Protocols differ somewhat in 
the family shelter. Acaldo said 
a family is asked to quarantine 
for 14 days when checking in, 
noting that if someone does 
have the virus the symptoms 
would show in that period. 

During that time, they are not 
allowed to congregate with the 
rest of the guests and must eat 
meals in their rooms.

“Some are not excited but 
once the 14 days have passed 
they are really glad we do that 
because they know they will 
not be exposed to the virus,” he 
said. “We have so many vulner-
able children and women that 
we can’t take anybody’s word 
(as to their health).”

He noted very few issues 
have arisen from guests re-
fusing to adhere to protocols. 
Acaldo added that occasional-
ly a staff member has to “gen-
tly remind” someone to wear a 

mask.
“We do the best we can to 

monitor the situation and pro-
vide the services to those who 
so desperately need them, try-
ing to get them off the streets,” 
he said.

On a recent afternoon, with 
a brilliant winter sun belying 
the plunging mercury, Robert 
Roach said in the comfort of the 
day center, appreciative of hav-
ing left the cold of the street for a 
warm bed and three meals a day.

“This is a whole lot better 
than being out in 20- to 30-de-
gree weather,” Roach said, 
while munching on a snack. “If 
you’ve ever experienced being 
out in that cold; I’m very grate-
ful to be here.”

Despite the state’s third, 
and most dramatic spike in 
COVID-19 cases, Acaldo said 
volunteers have also continued 
to assist in serving meals at the 
various shelters. 

“It’s really remarkable; it’s 
a great testament to so many 
good people we have in the 
community,” he said.

Acaldo added the staff will 
be “thrilled once we are all vac-
cinated.”

He noted some of the shel-
ters’ guests are also excited 
about getting vaccinated but 
others have no interest in re-
ceiving the vaccine.

“It’s not something we can 
require,” he said. “While we 
strongly encourage to get the 
vaccine, we are not in position 
to require it.”

GOSPEL 
From page 2

Shelters grapple with COVID-19 challenges

Robert Roach, who is currently experiencing homelessness, enjoys the warmth of the day center at the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul during a recent cold snap. The COVID-19 pandemic has placed a premium on 
beds at St. Vincent de Paul, but the day center can add up to 18 night beds. “This is a whole better than 
being out in 20- to 30-degree weather,” Roach said. Photo by Richard Meek | The Catholic Commentator 
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to obtain it through the sacrament of penance; the  
restoration of health, if it is conducive to the salva-
tion of his soul; the preparation for passing over to 
eternal life” (CCC#1532).

Year of St Joseph
The Litany of St. Joseph contains the phrase “St. 

Joseph, Terror of Demons, pray for us.”  St. John 
Paul II writes, “It is thus fitting and most worthy of 

Joseph’s dignity that, in the same way that he once 
kept unceasing holy watch over the family of Naz-
areth, so now does he protect and defend with his 
heavenly patronage the Church of Christ.” (“On the 
Person and Mission of Saint Joseph in the Life of 
Christ and of the Church” para. 44). May St. Joseph 
protect us from all evil and lead us on a path of holy 
comfort and peace. Amen. JMJ

Dow is the director of the Office of Evangeliza-
tion and Catechesis for the Diocese of Baton Rouge. 
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“I look forward to working with 
President Biden and his administration, 

and the new Congress.”

My prayers are with our new 
president and his family today.

I am praying that God grant 
him wisdom and courage to lead 
this great nation and that God 
help him to meet the tests of 
these times, to heal the wounds 
caused by this pandemic, to 
ease our intense political and 
cultural divisions, and to bring 
people together with renewed 
dedication to America’s found-
ing purposes, to be one nation 
under God committed to liberty 
and equality for all.

Catholic bishops are not 
partisan players in our nation’s 
politics. We are pastors respon-
sible for the souls of millions 
of Americans and we are ad-
vocates for the needs of all our 
neighbors. In every communi-
ty across the country, Catholic 
parishes, schools, hospitals and 
ministries form an essential 
culture of compassion and care, 
serving women, children and 
the elderly, the poor and sick, 
the imprisoned, the migrant 
and the marginalized, no mat-
ter what their race or religion.

When we speak on issues in 
American public life, we try to 
guide consciences, and we offer 
principles. These principles are 
rooted in the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and the social teachings 
of his church. Jesus Christ re-
vealed God’s plan of love for 
creation and revealed the truth 
about the human person, who 
is created in God’s image, en-
dowed with God-given dignity, 
rights and responsibilities, and 
called to a transcendent desti-
ny.

Based on these truths, which 
are reflected in the Declaration 
of Independence and Bill of 
Rights, the bishops and Catholic 
faithful carry out Christ’s com-
mandment to love God and love 
our neighbors by working for an 
America that protects human 
dignity, expands equality and 

opportunities for every person, 
and is open-hearted towards 
the suffering and weak.

For many years now, the 
United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops has tried to 
help Catholics and others of 
good will in their reflections on 
political issues through a pub-
lication we call Forming Con-
sciences for Faithful Citizen-
ship. The most recent edition 
addresses a wide range of con-
cerns. Among them: abortion, 
euthanasia, the death penalty, 
immigration, racism, poverty, 
care for the envi-
ronment, crimi-
nal justice reform, 
economic develop-
ment and interna-
tional peace.

On these and 
other issues, our 
duty to love and 
our moral principles lead us to 
prudential judgments and po-
sitions that do not align neatly 
with the political categories of 
left or right or the platforms of 
our two major political parties. 
We work with every president 
and every Congress.

On some issues we find our-
selves more on the side of Dem-
ocrats, while on others we find 
ourselves standing with Repub-
licans. Our priorities are never 
partisan. We are Catholics first, 
seeking only to follow Jesus 
Christ faithfully and to advance 
his vision for human fraternity 
and community.

I look forward to working 
with President Biden and his 
administration, and the new 
Congress. As with every admin-
istration, there will be areas 
where we agree and work close-
ly together and areas where we 
will have principled disagree-
ment and strong opposition.

Working with President 
Biden will be unique, however, 
as he is our first president in 

60 years to profess the Catholic 
faith. In a time of growing and 
aggressive secularism in Amer-
ican culture, when religious 
believers face many challenges, 
it will be refreshing to engage 
with a president who clearly 
understands, in a deep and per-
sonal way, the importance of 
religious faith and institutions. 
Mr. Biden’s piety and person-
al story, his moving witness to 
how his faith has brought him 
solace in times of darkness and 
tragedy, his longstanding com-
mitment to the Gospel’s priority 

for the poor — all of this I find 
hopeful and inspiring.

At the same time, as pas-
tors, the nation’s bishops are 
given the duty of proclaiming 
the Gospel in all its truth and 
power, in season and out of sea-
son, even when that teaching is 
inconvenient or when the Gos-
pel’s truths run contrary to the 
directions of the wider society 
and culture. So, I must point 
out that our new president has 
pledged to pursue certain poli-
cies that would advance moral 
evils and threaten human life 
and dignity, most seriously in 
the areas of abortion, contra-
ception, marriage and gender. 
Of deep concern is the liberty 
of the church and the freedom 
of believers to live according to 
their consciences.

Our commitments on issues 
of human sexuality and the fam-
ily, as with our commitments 
in every other area — such as 
abolishing the death penalty or 
seeking a health care system 
and economy that truly serves 

the human person — are guided 
by Christ’s great commandment 
to love and to stand in solidari-
ty with our brothers and sisters, 
especially the most vulnerable. 
For the nation’s bishops, the 
continued injustice of abortion 
remains the “preeminent prior-
ity.” Preeminent does not mean 
“only.” We have deep concerns 
about many threats to human 
life and dignity in our society. 
But as Pope Francis teaches, we 
cannot stay silent when nearly a 
million unborn lives are being 
cast aside in our country year 

after year through 
abortion.

Abortion is 
a direct attack 
on life that also 
wounds the wom-
an and under-
mines the family. 
It is not only a pri-

vate matter, it raises troubling 
and fundamental questions of 
fraternity, solidarity and inclu-
sion in the human community. 
It is also a matter of social jus-
tice. We cannot ignore the real-
ity that abortion rates are much 
higher among the poor and mi-
norities, and that the procedure 
is regularly used to eliminate 
children who would be born 
with disabilities.

Rather than impose further 
expansions of abortion and con-
traception, as he has promised, 
I am hopeful that the new presi-
dent and his administration will 
work with the church and others 
of good will. My hope is that we 
can begin a dialogue to address 
the complicated cultural and 
economic factors that are driv-
ing abortion and discouraging 
families. My hope, too, is that 
we can work together to finally 
put in place a coherent family 
policy in this country, one that 
acknowledges the crucial im-
portance of strong marriages 
and parenting to the well-being 

of children and the stability of 
communities. If the president, 
with full respect for the church’s 
religious freedom, were to en-
gage in this conversation, it 
would go a long way toward 
restoring the civil balance and 
healing our country’s needs.

President Biden’s call for na-
tional healing and unity is wel-
come on all levels. It is urgent-
ly needed as we confront the 
trauma in our country caused 
by the coronavirus pandem-
ic and the social isolation that 
has only worsened the intense 
and long-simmering divisions 
among our fellow citizens.

As believers, we understand 
that healing is a gift that we can 
only receive from the hand of 
God.

We know, too, that real rec-
onciliation requires patient lis-
tening to those who disagree 
with us and a willingness to 
forgive and move beyond de-
sires for reprisal. Christian love 
calls us to love our enemies and 
bless those who oppose us, and 
to treat others with the same 
compassion that we want for 
ourselves.

We are all under the watch-
ful eye of God, who alone knows 
and can judge the intentions of 
our hearts. I pray that God will 
give our new president, and all 
of us, the grace to seek the com-
mon good with all sincerity.

I entrust all our hopes and 
anxieties in this new moment 
to the tender heart of the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary, the mother of 
Christ and the patroness of this 
exceptional nation. May she 
guide us in the ways of peace 
and obtain for us wisdom and 
the grace of a true patriotism 
and love of country. 

Most Reverend José H. Go-
mez Archbishop of Los Angeles, 
President, United States Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops

USCCB statement on President Biden’s inauguration

Pope Francis’ Inauguration Day statement
On the occasion of your inau-

guration as the 46th President of 
the United States of America, I 
extend cordial good wishes and 
the assurance of my prayers that 
Almighty God will grant you 
wisdom and strength in the ex-
ercise of your high office.

Under your leadership, may 
the American people continue to 
draw strength from the lofty po-
litical, ethical and religious val-
ues that have inspired the nation 
since its founding.

At a time when the grave 
crises facing our human fami-

ly call for farsighted and united 
responses I pray that your deci-
sions will be guided by a concern 
for building a society marked by 
authentic justice and freedom, 
together with unfailing respect 
for the rights and dignity of ev-
ery person, especially the poor, 

the vulnerable and those who 
have no voice.

I likewise ask God, the source 
of all wisdom and truth, to 
guide your efforts to foster un-
derstanding, reconciliation and 
peace within the United States 
and among the nations of the 

world in order to advance the 
universal common good. With 
these sentiments, I willingly in-
voke upon you and your family 
and the beloved American peo-
ple an abundance of blessings.

+Pope Francis
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U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
said in the statement.

In the prepared statement, Arch-
bishop Gomez said he is praying that 
God may grant the incoming president 
wisdom and courage in pursuing unity, 
healing, liberty and equality.

He stressed that the role of the Cath-
olic bishops is not to endorse parties or 
candidates, but to offer principles that 
can guide consciences.

“Catholic bishops are not partisan 
players in our nation’s politics,” he said. 
“We are pastors responsible for the 
souls of millions of Americans, and we 
are advocates for the needs of all our 
neighbors.”

The bishops’ conference, Archbishop 
Gomez said, has worked for years to ad-
dress a wide variety of issues, including 
abortion, euthanasia, the death penalty, 
peace and economic development, rac-
ism, immigration, poverty, the environ-
ment and criminal justice reform.

“On these and other issues, our duty 
to love and our moral principles lead 
us to prudential judgments and posi-
tions that do not align neatly with the 
political categories of left or right or 
the platforms of our two major politi-
cal parties,” he said. “On some issues 
we find ourselves more on the side of 
Democrats, while on others we find 
ourselves standing with Republicans. 
Our priorities are never partisan. We 
are Catholics first, seeking only to fol-
low Jesus Christ faithfully and to ad-
vance his vision for human fraternity 
and community.”

Archbishop Gomez noted that the 
bishops’ conference works with ev-
ery president and Congress but added 
working with Biden will be unique since 
“he is our first president in 60 years to 
profess the Catholic faith.”

The archbishop said he finds hope 

and inspiration in Biden’s personal wit-
ness of relying on faith in difficult times 
and commitment to the poor. 

At the same time, he said, “our new 
president has pledged to pursue certain 
policies that would advance moral evils 
and threaten human life and dignity, 
most seriously in the areas of abortion, 
contraception, marriage and gender. Of 
deep concern is the liberty of the church 
and the freedom of believers to live ac-
cording to their consciences.”

Stressing that the bishops must 
preach the truth of the Gospel even 
when doing so is unpopular, Archbishop 
Gomez said the issue of abortion merits 
special attention as a grave evil in so-
ciety. 

“For the nation’s bishops, the contin-
ued injustice of abortion remains the 
‘preeminent priority’,” he said, adding 
that “preeminent does not mean ‘only’,” 
and there are a wide variety of challeng-
es and threats to human dignity facing 
the country today.”

Archbishop Gomez voiced hope that 
Biden will be willing to work with the 
church and avoid expanding abortion 
and contraception.

“My hope, too, is that we can work to-
gether to finally put in place a coherent 
family policy in this country, one that 
acknowledges the crucial importance of 
strong marriages and parenting to the 
well-being of children and the stability 
of communities,” the archbishop said. 
“If the president, with full respect for 
the church’s religious freedom, were to 
engage in this conversation, it would 
go a long way toward restoring the civ-
il balance and healing our country’s 
needs.”

Archbishop Gomez praised Biden’s 
call for healing and unity in America, 
saying that such healing is “urgently 
needed as we confront the trauma in 
our country caused by the coronavi-
rus pandemic and the social isolation 
that has only worsened the intense and 

long-simmering divisions among our 
fellow citizens.”

True healing can only come from 
God, the archbishop said, and requires 
forgiveness and dialogue.

“Christian love calls us to love our 
enemies and bless those who oppose us, 
and to treat others with the same com-
passion that we want for ourselves,” he 

added.
The president of the bishops’ confer-

ence concluded by entrusting the coun-
try’s transition to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.

“May she guide us in the ways of 
peace and obtain for us wisdom and the 
grace of a true patriotism and love of 
country,” he said.

The 2021 
BaTon Rouge 

Diocese DiRecToRy 
is coming!

 The new directory has all of the 
current listings and information on 
churches, clergy, schools, diocesan 
departments and personnel of 
the diocese, religious, deaneries, 
institutions and organizations and 
more!

Number of Diocesan Directories Ordered

Name

Address

City                                                                 State            

Zip     Phone with area code

	 To	place	your	order,	fill	out	the	form	below	and	mail	to	The	Catholic	
Commentator, P. O. Box 3316, Baton Rouge, LA 70821-3316 with 
a check or money order for $9.50 for each directory ordered. The 
directory will be mailed to you. 

Pope to Biden: Respect human rights

Pope Francis greets then-U.S. Vice President Joe Biden at the Vati-
can in this April 29, 2016.   Vatican Media

VATICAN CITY (CNA)  – In a message to Pres-
ident Joe Biden on inauguration day, Pope Francis 
said he is praying the new United States president 
will make decisions which respect the rights and 
dignity of every person, especially the poor and 
most vulnerable.

“At a time when the grave crises facing our hu-
man family call for farsighted and united respons-
es, I pray that your decisions will be guided by a 
concern for building a society marked by authen-
tic justice and freedom, together with unfailing 
respect for the rights and dignity of every person, 
especially the poor, the vulnerable and those who 
have no voice,” the pope said Jan. 20.

Biden, a Catholic, was sworn into office as the 
46th president of the United States outside the 
U.S. Capitol Building in Washington, D.C. Jan. 20.

For the occasion, Pope Francis sent Biden his 
good wishes and “the assurance of my prayers that 

almighty God will grant you wisdom and strength 
in the exercise of your high office.”

The pope wished that under Biden’s leader-
ship the American people would draw strength 
from the “lofty political, ethical and religious 
values that have inspired the nation since its 
founding.”

Pope Francis added that he is asking God, “the 
source of all wisdom and truth, to guide your ef-
forts to foster understanding, reconciliation and 
peace within the United States and among the na-
tions of the world in order to advance the univer-
sal common good.”

The pope closed his message by invoking bless-
ings upon Biden, his family and the American 
people.

In January 2017, Pope Francis sent a message 
to then-U.S. President Donald Trump on the occa-
sion of his inauguration.

biden 
From page 1
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Q In the Old Testament, the Third 
Commandment says keep holy 
the Sabbath day.  The Jewish 

Sabbath is observed on Saturday.  So 
why do we Catholics go to Mass on 
Sunday?

A You are right, the Third Com-
mandment in the Old Testament 
says: “Remember the sabbath 

day  keep it holy” (Ex 20:8) and “Observe 
the Sabbath day keep it holy” (Dt 5:12).  
The fact that we Catholics go to Mass on 
Sunday is all about Jesus.  We celebrate 
the day that Jesus rose from the dead, 
opening up the gates of heaven for us.  
Paragraph 2174 of The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church states, “Jesus rose from 
the dead ‘on the first day of the week.’  
Because it is the ‘first day,’ the day of 
Christ’s resurrection recalls the first 
creation.  Because it is the ‘eighth day’ 
following the sabbath, it symbolizes the 
new creation ushered in by Christ’s res-
urrection. For Christians it has become 
the first of all days, the first of all feasts, 
the Lord’s Day … Sunday.”

The first Christians celebrated Mass 
on Sunday.  St. Luke states in Acts 20:7 
“On the first day of the week when we 
gathered to break bread.”  And St. Justin 
Martyr (a second century Christian 
philosopher) wrote: “We all gather on the 
day of the sun, for it is the first day when 
God, separating matter from darkness, 

made the world; and on this same day 
Jesus Christ our Savior rose from the 
dead.”

Paragraph 2176 of the Catechism 
states, “Sunday worship (which would 
include the Saturday vigil Mass) fulfills 
the moral command of 
the Old Covenant.”  And, 
finally, paragraph 2177 
in the Catechism states, 
“Sunday is the day on 
which the paschal mys-
tery is celebrated in light 
of the apostolic tradition 
and is to be observed as 
the foremost holy day of 
obligation in the univer-
sal church.”

Q Sometimes at 
Mass we say the 
Apostle’s Creed, 

which includes the words 
“He (Christ) descended 
into hell.”  What does 
that mean?

A “Christ Descended into Hell” is 
addressed in the Catechism in 
paragraphs 632-637.

The expression “he descended into 
hell” confesses that Jesus really did die, 
just like all men, and he joined them in 
the land of the dead (hell) as their savior, 
proclaiming the good news to those 

imprisoned there.  In the Old Testament, 
“hell” refers to “the place of the dead” 
where all souls, good or evil, were de-
prived from being in the presence of God 
and were awaiting the redeemer.  The sin 
of Adam and Eve had closed the gates 

of heaven.  Jesus 
descended into 
hell, not to deliver 
the damned from 
their punishment, 
but to free the just, 
the holy ones and 
open up the gates of 
heaven for them.  

An “ancient 
homily” of the early 
church for Holy 
Saturday captured 
this event: “Today a 
great silence reigns 
on earth, a great 
silence and a great 
stillness. A great 
silence because 
the king is asleep. 

The earth trembled and is still because 
God has fallen asleep in the flesh and 
he has raised up all who have slept ever 
since the world began . . .  He has gone to 
search for Adam, our first father, as for a 
lost sheep. Greatly desiring to visit those 
who live in darkness and in the shadow 
of death, he has gone to free from sorrow 

Adam in his bonds and Eve, captive 
with him. He who is both their God and 
the son of Eve ... ‘I am your God, who 
for your sake have become your son ... I 
order you, O sleeper, to awake. I did not 
create you to be a prisoner in hell. Rise 
from the dead, for I am the life of the 
dead.’ ”  The souls of the damned, howev-
er, remained in the place of damnation. 

Correction 
In my “Stump the Deacon” column in 

the Jan. 1 issue of The Catholic Com-
mentator entitled “Children and divorce/
Emotional God,” I stated that some 
children born of certain marriages are 
considered illegitimate.  I would like 
to modify my statement since it under-
mines the good work that the Diocesan 
Tribunal of Baton Rouge has done for 
many years in bringing healing to per-
sons struggling with divorce and who 
are engaged in the annulment process.  
I would not want my comments to hurt 
these men and women further. 

Based on conversations with some 
of our local canonists, Ecclesiastical 
annulments have no civil effects in the 
United States or really in any western 
country.  While the legitimacy of chil-
dren is mentioned in the 1983 Code of 
Canon Law, all canonical consequences 
were removed from the code so that it is 

see hooper page 15

The Sabbath/Apostle’s Creed

Stump the Deacon  
Deacon George Hooper

CommentatorCommentator
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By Debbie Shelley
The Catholic Commentator

COVID-19 canceled plans for 
the annual March for Life pil-
grimage in Washington, D.C. 
but youth around the Diocese of 
Baton Rouge still “boarded the 
bus,” and journeyed virtually for 
life Jan. 23.  

The theme of the event was 
“Vigil for Life: With Lamps 
Burning Brightly.”

Beginning with 
the first video, 
which was recorded 
aboard a coach bus 
the students nor-
mally would take to 
the nation’s capitol 
and contained fa-
miliar props indi-
cating a road trip, it 
was clear the mis-
sion would remain 
the same. And there 
was also a technolo-
gy-free zone time.

During the first 
session, the youth 
reflected on Jesus’ 
parable of the five 
wise virgins and five 
foolish virgins who 
awaited the arrival 
of the bridegroom 
in the Gospel of St. 
Matthew.  

Just as the char-
ter bus they would have tak-
en to the march requires fuel, 
the youth were encouraged to 
be spiritually fueled and vig-

ilant through prayer, the sac-
raments, service and spending 
time with Jesus.

“Be the light in the darkness, 
pour that light out to others,” 
said Emily Froeba, coordinator 
of March for Life Baton Rouge.

Louisiana Right to Life gave 
the grim statistics of abortion.  
There were 8,144 abortions in 
Louisiana in 2019, LRTL re-
ported. An estimated 62 mil-

lion babies have been aborted 
in the United States since the 
passage of Roe v. Wade in 1973. 

Looking at a baby’s devel-

opment, a heartbeat can be de-
tected at 22 days. At eight weeks 
the baby’s hands and feet are 
forming fingers and toes, and 
the arms are able to flex at the 
elbows and wrists. At this point, 
eyes begin to develop pigment. 
At 19 weeks a baby can feel pain. 
At 22 weeks a baby is considered 
viable enough to survive outside 
of the womb. 

Acknowledging that the abor-
tion industry uses 
intimidating tactics 
and that questions 
from individuals 
can be difficult, the 
conference present-
ers encouraged the 
youth to build up 
their knowledge con-
cerning abortion and 
its alternatives, such 
as adoption, and not 
underestimate how 
“little gestures” may 
influence a mother 
to choose life. Sim-
ply urging the wom-
en to “give you and 
your baby a chance” 
and offering support 
goes a long way and 
has been shown to 
change a woman’s 
mind about having 
an abortion. Women 
have been noted to 
ask, “Why would you 

care about a stranger?” Wom-
an’s New Life Center in Baton 
Rouge, which provides women 
with resources throughout the 

pregnancy and afterwards; and 
Catholic Charities of the Diocese 
Baton Rouge, which provides 
adoption services, were signaled 
out as important resources. The 
youth were informed of websites 
which help aid mothers in crisis 
pregnancy situations including  
adifficultchoice.com and wom-
ansnewlife.com.

The session ended by empha-
sizing, “We can’t do every part, 
but we can do ours.”

The messages left a profound 
impact on attendees.

Riley Forest of St. Jules 
Church in Belle Rose said she 
was touched by the fact that one 
expectant mother who went into 

an abortion clinic was so moved 
by the site of her baby during an 
ultrasound that she chose life.

“It taught me that we need 
more awareness (of the dignity 
of life) and make others aware of 
it,” said Forest.

Emily Lazere of St. John 
Church agreed.

“They (pro-life advocates) are 
making a difference, and that’s 
something I want to do.”

The closing session focused 
on vocations and where God 
was calling the youth to bring 
his light. A question-and-an-
swer panel was conducted 
with Father Joshua Johnson,  

Joe Skibinski, Agent

Parishioners of St. Isidore Church in Baker formed a life chain as part of “Stand For Life, Louisiana” Jan. 23. 
The event began with a program at the state capitol, followed by life-chains at various locations in the state. 
The event marked the 48th anniversary of Roe v. Wade. Approximately 20 St. Isidore parishioners stood 
along Plank Road holding signs and advocating for the protection of life. Photo by Jason McCrory

Bishop Michael G. Duca leads the opening prayer at the 
Stand for Life rally on the steps of the Louisiana State Capi-
tol on Jan. 23.  Stand for Life rallies statewide replaced the 
annual Louisiana Life Marches because of coronavirus pro-
tocols. Photo provided by Danielle Van Haute | Diocese of Baton Rouge

Fan and games were also part of Vigil for Life at St. John the Evangelist 
Church in Prairieville. Students learn the steps to a flash mob dance. 
Photo by Debbie Shelley | The Catholic Commentator

Vigil for Life highlights pro-life rallies

SEE LIFE PAGE 14
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#iGiveCatholic sets national record
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By Richard Meek
The Catholic Commentator

Overcoming a pandemic that 
has stymied global economies, 
the annual #iGiveCatholic 
campaign was a success.

Nationally, #iGiveCatholic 
on Dec. 1 recorded a record 
number of donations, raising 
$12.7 million.

Numbers were also impressive 
in the Diocese of Baton Rouge, 
even with about half of the 
traditional organizations 
not participating. The 13 
participating organizations 
raised a collective $99,653, 
impressive when considering 
the total a year ago with 26 
participating organizations that 
barely topped $125,450.

“This was an amazing feat 
despite being in the midst 
of a pandemic,” said Tamika 
Edwards-Raby, Coordinator of 
Stewardship Services.

“We are so grateful to everyone 
who donated,” said Edwards-
Raby, who coordinated the 
campaign for the Office of 
Stewardship. “Baton Rouge is 
widely known for its generosity 
and this year only enhances that 
reputation.

“Our donors have provided 

a beacon of hope during some 
difficult and dark days. We are 
humbled by their generosity.”

St. Jean Vianney Church in 
Baton Rouge raised the most 
funds, collecting $44,718, far 
surpassing the goal of $20,000. 
The money was generated 
through 141 donors.

The funds are scheduled to go 
toward the installation of a new 
digital sign for the parish that 
will assist people in locating the 
church as well as announcing 
events for the parish and the 
school.

Women’s New Life Center 
in Baton Rouge was second in 
donations, followed by St. John/
St. Theresa Middle School in 
Gonzales and St. George Church 
in Baton Rouge. 

Nationally, the nearly $13 
million raised came from more 
than 48,000 donors, smashing 
previous records. At a rate of 24.7 
gifts per minute, 48,273 donors 
in all 50 states gave $12,703,973 
to benefit 2,600 Catholic 
church parishes, schools and 
non-profit ministries through 
#iGiveCatholic. Donations also 
came from people in 12 other 
countries in support of these 
U.S. Catholic organizations. In 
2019, #iGiveCatholic raised $7.4 

million from approximately 
23,000 donors. 

“We are overwhelmed by 
the generosity of so many 
people across this country and 
throughout the world,” said 
Cory J. Howat, president of 
#iGiveCatholic. “These gifts will 
be used to meet the spiritual, 
physical and educational needs 
that exist every year but are 
especially acute during this  

time of global suffering.” 
Mercedez Rassi, Director of 

Stewardship and Development 
for the Diocese of San Angelo, 
Texas, a mission diocese, said the 
funds raised this year through 
#iGiveCatholic will be especially 
helpful to a community that 
has been devastated by the oil 
crash resulting, in part, from 
the pandemic. “Last year, we 
raised $2,200, and this year 

we received $145,000. We are 
so grateful for the generous 
response from our donors,” 
Rassi said. 

For more information about 
#iGiveCatholic, or to view the 
full list of results (sortable 
by archdiocese/diocese, 
organization, total gifts or total 
dollars), visit iGiveCatholic.org. 
Next year’s Giving Day is set for 
#GivingTuesday, Nov. 30, 2021.

STUDENT OF THE YEAR – Holy Ghost School in Hammond 
student Eliza Grace Foster has won the Eighth-Grade Student of 
the Year for the Diocese of Baton Rouge. The daughter of Lee 
Stephen and Greta Foster and sister to Porter, Eliza is a 
compassionate, inclusive and well-rounded student. Having 
maintained a 4.0 GPA throughout her time at HGCS, Eliza is also 
a member of the Student Council, National Junior Honor Society, 
Tangipahoa 4-H Junior Leader Club and is an altar server. Photo 
provided by Cindy Wagner

WELCOMING FRANU STUDENTS – Bishop Michal G. Duca welcomes nursing students from Franciscan 
Missionaries of Our Lady University who are attending classes at the Bishop Robert E. Tracy Center on 
the campus of the Catholic Life Center on Jan. 20. Approximately 120 FranU students are attending 
classes at the Tracy Center. Standing to Bishop Duca’s left is Father Jamin David, Episcopal Vicar for the 
Diocese of Baton Rouge. To the bishop’s left are Bronwyn Doyle, associate dean for the FranU School 
of Nursing and Dean Amy Hall. Photo by Richard Meek | The Catholic Commentator
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Special to The Catholic Commentator

It was announced Jan. 15 that Franciscan 
Missionaries of Our Lady University along with 
five other boards were selected to receive the 
2021 John W. Nason Award for Board Leadership 
by the Association of Governing Boards of 
Universities and Colleges (AGB), the premier 
organization representing higher education 
governing boards, in partnership with TIAA, 
a fortune 100 financial services organization 
dedicated to helping their clients pursue financial 
well-being. 

This year’s honorees were chosen from among 
nominations received from institutions across 
the country. Nominations were to illustrate the 
essential work of boards from public and private 
institutions, statewide systems and institutionally 
related foundations.

The FranU Board of Trustees has made a 
tremendous leap, evolving from a board that 
viewed itself as an advisory entity into a capable 
and robust governing body. FranU’s board 
overcame meaningful challenges related to board 
culture and muddied expectations to become 
not only a leader of the institution but a model 
for nonprofit organizations around the region, 
relying on an intense commitment to continual 
development and ongoing improvement.

 “The FranU Board of Trustees is one of the 
most committed and highly engaged boards I’ve 
ever had the privilege to serve on. The members 

of our board truly believe in the mission of the 
university and have genuine concern for the 
advancement of the students,” said Leo Hamilton, 
past board chair. 

Chair of the Mission and Governance 
Committee Donna M. Saurage stated, “The board’s 
commitment to the FranU mission drives us to do 
what needs to be done to advance the university, 
especially in terms of governing authority.”   

Established in 1992, the Nason Award is 
presented in partnership with TIAA to higher 
education governing boards that demonstrate 
exceptional leadership and initiative. In addition 
to confronting the significant effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the recipients of this year’s 
award addressed pressing issues related to board 
culture, presidential transitions, community 
advocacy and other important matters.   

“The coronavirus is but one of many challenges 
that higher education is facing. We hope that 
recognizing boards that are strategic partners of 
their institutions will give others the courage to 
lead their institutions or foundations in a similar 
fashion,” said Henry Stoever, AGB president and 
CEO. “I am excited to share the great work and 
success that these honorees have achieved at our 
upcoming events.”

 Recipients will receive their awards throughout 
2021 and were scheduled to be honored at 
AGB’s Foundation Leadership Forum (Jan. 25-27) 
and  are scheduled to be honored at the National 
Conference on Trusteeship (April 12-14). 

SEE PELOSI PAGE 15

Pelosi’s ‘no Catholic” comments 
draw ire of archbishop

Solution on page 14

ACROSS
1 Recent pope, affectionately
5 Writable storage media, briefly
9 Doctor Mirabilis, Franciscan friar 

and early advocate for the scientific 
method

14 Pull down
15 Rattletrap
16 Lyric poem
17 Cat command
18 Suggestive
19 Novices have to learn them
20 Save for later use
22 The Israelites wandered here
23 Builds
24 Delineation
26 Bye bye
28 Plantations
32 700, to Caesar
35 Rachel’s maid 
37 It is immortal
38 Land where Moses died
40 “___ company corrupts good mor-

als” (1 Cor 15:33)
41 Long ago
42 Inflict on
43 Counter forces
46 Unchanted Tridentine Mass
47 Person who accompanies another 

preparing for Confirmation
49 Tears
51 “Heavenly ___ sing alleluia…”
53 Drinks to one’s health
57 Saint who translated the Bible into 

Latin
60 Pertaining to ships
62 You may be out on one
63 Coconut husk
64 California valley
65 Eli
66 Secret Chinese society
67 Proceed on foot
68 Scoff
69 Trial fig.
70 Withered

DOWN
1 Rod of ___
2 AMC vehicle
3 Angry
4 Whole
5 Corpus ____
6 “…come to judge the living and the 

___.”
7 Ran swiftly
8 Engage in espionage
9 Deprived
10 Denial of faith
11 Floor length vestment
12 River in central Europe
13 Make a home
21 Thrust with a knife
22 Make haste
25 Lector
27 Catholic sovereign of Monaco (with 

II)
29 Implement
30 Continental money
31 Killed, old biblical style
32 Molar drs.
33 Poultry enclosure
34 Roman statesman
36 OT prophetic book
39 Geniality
43 Patron saint of the Philippines
44 Mass
45 Notice
48 Gloomily dark
50 Canonized ones
52 Snob
54 Frighten
55 Reduce gradually
56 Quench
57 Songbirds
58 Dash
59 Vex
61 Is not (slang)
63 Windy city transport initials

SAN FRANCISCO (CNA)  
– The Archbishop of San 
Francisco on Jan. 21 responded 
to the Speaker of the House 
accusing pro-life Trump voters 
of being sellouts.

In a Jan. 18 podcast with 
former senator and presidential 
candidate Hillary Clinton, 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
said that support of pro-life 
voters for former President 
Donald Trump was an issue 
that “gives me great grief as a 
Catholic.”

“I think that Donald Trump is 
president because of the issue of 
a woman’s right to choose,” she 
said of abortion, implying that 
pro-life voters boosted Trump to 
victory in 2016. She added that 
these voters “were willing to sell 
the whole democracy down the 
river for that one issue.”

On Thursday, Pelosi’s 
archbishop responded to her 

comments on abortion and 
voting.

“No Catholic in good 
conscience can favor abortion,” 
said Archbishop Salvatore 
Cordileone of San Francisco, 
Pelosi’s home diocese, in a 
statement also issued Jan. 21. 
“Our land is soaked with the 
blood of the innocent, and it 
must stop.”

Pelosi has long supported 
abortion despite her Catholic 
faith. In 2008, she said on NBC’s 
“Meet the Press” regarding when 
life begins, “over the centuries, 
the doctors of the church have 
not been able to make that 
definition.” She said that her 
Catholic faith “shouldn’t have 
an impact on a woman’s right to 
choose.” 

On Thursday, Archbishop 
Cordileone clarified that “Nancy 
Pelosi does not speak for the 
Catholic Church.”

“And on the question of the 
equal dignity of human life 
in the womb, she (Pelosi) also 
speaks in direct contradiction 
to a fundamental human right 
that Catholic teaching has 
consistently championed for 
2,000 years,” Cordileone said.

The archbishop added that 
Pelosi’s use of the phrase “right 
to choose” in reference to 
abortion “is a smokescreen for 
perpetuating an entire industry 
that profits from one of the most 
heinous evils imaginable.”

In 2010, the previous 
archbishop of San Francisco – 
Archbishop George Niederauer  
called Pelosi’s support for 
abortion “entirely incompatible 
with Catholic teaching.”

Pelosi signaled in August that 
she intends to bring up spending 
bills in 2021 that do not include 
the Hyde Amendment, thus 

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 01 11 21 31

41 51 61

71 81 91

02 12 22

32 42 52

62 72 82 92 03 13

23 33 43 53 63 73

83 93 04 14

24 34 44 54 64

74 84 94 05

15 25 35 45 55 65

75 85 95 06 16

26 36 46

56 66 76

86 96 07
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FranU receives John W. Nason Award 
for board leadership 
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I closed my column in the Jan. 1 issue 
of The Catholic Commentator with a 
promise to write in this issue about 

Pope Francis’ new years’ resolutions.  
He had published a very short book of 
only 63 pages in paperback entitled “Life 
after the Pandemic.”  It contained eight 
of the pope’s spoken and written texts 
from March 27, when he spoke alone in 
the darkness of St. Peter’s square at the 
beginning of Italy’s virus 
lockdown, to April 22.  
Well, since I made that 
promise, the pope has giv-
en us a Christmas present 
published just before the 
feast, a substantial book 
of 149 pages, entitled “Let 
Us Dream: The Path to a 
Better Future,”  written in 
conversation with Aus-
ten Ivereigh, his British 
biographer.  In it, the pope 
talks about the pandemic 
as an invitation to correct 
the weaknesses in our 
national social, ecological 
and economic structures.  
What I am writing about 
now comes from both 
books.

As Pope Francis makes 
suggestions about correcting these 
weaknesses exposed by the pandemic, 
he tells us about the experiences in his 
own life that motivated him to write his 
encyclicals and exhortations and to call 
the synods he has convened about every 
other year in his eight-year papacy.  This 
is a pope who came to the papacy with 
a deeper pastoral and practical experi-
ence than many of his predecessors.  He 
doesn’t hesitate to give his own take on 
economic, ecological, political and social 
problems which plague all of the nations 
on our planet.  He does so, of course, 
from his own South American experi-
ence as archbishop of Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, and also as a leader of the 
South American bishops at the Aparecida 
Conference of 2007 in Brazil.  A word of 
caution, however.  Pope Francis, in these 
books and many of his other speeches 
and writings, talks about the “free 
market.”  He is not talking about the 
stock market but about the whole global 
economy in all of the nations where a free 
market economy (not totally controlled 
by the government) exists.  

As we head into 2021, Pope Francis, 
in his first little book, “Life after the 
Pandemic,” urges us to develop the virtue 
of empathy and not be stricken by the 
“virus of indifference” to the suffering of 
others who may survive, but will be left 
with real damage to their health, their 
finances, their small businesses and 
their chances of future employment.  The 
resolution we should make is that we “be 
profoundly shaken by what is happen-

ing all around us” and see ourselves “as 
part of a single family and support one 
another.”

Many nations have devoted so much 
effort and capital to manufacturing and 
selling arms.  We now see that we need 
“arms of a different sort to fight disease 
and ease suffering, starting with all 
the equipment needed for clinics and 
hospitals worldwide.”  We must resolve to 

prepare better for future 
medical emergencies.

By ourselves alone 
we are insufficient.  Like 
Jesus’ disciples caught 
by a storm on the Sea 
of Galilee, we must call 
upon God’s strength to 
turn “to the good every-
thing that happens to us, 
even the bad things.  He 
brings serenity into our 
storms, because with God 
life never dies.”  We must 
resolve to pray constantly 
for strength, patience and 
serenity as we struggle to 
overcome this pandemic.

Pope Francis says that 
an “emergency like that 
of COVID-19 is overcome 
with, above all, the anti-

bodies of solidarity.”  This will be cer-
tainly true, as the medical experts tell us 
that at least 70% of our population must 
be vaccinated if we are to halt completely 
the spread of the virus.  Our resolution 
should be to get ourselves vaccinated 
as quickly as possible and urge family 
members, friends and fellow workers to 
do the same.  

In his longer, recently published book, 
“Let us Dream: The Path to a Better 
Future,”  Pope Francis reminds the world 
that “the basic rule of a crisis is that you 
don’t come out of it the same.  If you get 
through it, you come out better or worse, 
but never the same.”  We grow or don’t 
in the trials of life.  In them our heart is 
revealed whether it is big and merciful or 
small and only self-protective.  We are all 
tested in life, and not only as individuals 

but also as peoples.  Governments have 
to choose to protect the people first or the 
economy first.  He says that some govern-
ments “have mortgaged their people.”

Pope Francis returns to his Hispanic 
roots to describe the moral direction 
we should take in the pandemic.  “It is 
a moment to dream big, to rethink our 
priorities. We need economies that give 
to all access to the fruits of creation, to 
the basic needs of life: to land, lodging 
and labor.”  He calls these basic needs 
the three T’s (tierra, techo, y trabajo).  He 
stresses that we must not leave anyone 
behind, saying, “We need politics that 
integrate and dialogue with the poor, the 
excluded and the vulnerable, that give 
people a say in the decisions that impact 
their lives.”  As archbishop of Buenos 
Aires, he used to walk through the villas 
miseria (misery towns), the slums  at the 
outskirts of the city, talking to those who 
lived there.  He learned what they really 
needed and asks how can they social dis-
tance without room or wash when there 
is no clean water. The crisis has exposed 
these situations.  And the same is true 
for refugee camps around the world.  
He closes this section by saying that we 
ought to “remember the truth that God 
put in our hearts: that we belong to him 
and to each other.”  The resolution he 
would urge is for each of us to find some 
small way to help these people and let 
the spirit of God lead our imaginations to 
dream better and larger ways.

Pope Francis praises the many gov-
ernments who have put the well-being 
of their people first and acted decisively 
to protect health and save lives in this 
pandemic.  He criticizes protest groups 
who have refused to obey legitimate 
government requests to wear masks and 
keep social distance requirements.  He 
says they “are victims only in their own 
imagination as if such restrictions consti-
tute some kind of political assault on au-
tonomy or personal freedom!”  The reso-
lution is for us all to realize that “looking 
to the common good is much more than 
the sum of what is good for individuals. 
It means having a regard for all citizens 

and seeking to respond effectively to the 
needs of the least fortunate.”  The resolu-
tion is to not turn into a cultural battle 
“what was in truth an effort to ensure the 
protection of life.”

During the meeting mentioned before 
at Aparecida, Brazil in 2007, Pope Fran-
cis says that he was on the committee 
drafting the concluding document, and 
at first was annoyed by the bishops of the 
Amazon Region wanting so much of it 
to be about their area.  Yet as time went 
on, through news stories and encounters 
with many people, his eyes were opened 
to the seriousness of the ecological prob-
lem there. He slowly came to see “how 
humanity’s fate is inseparably bound up 
with that of our common home.”  After 
his election as pope, he gathered expert 
scientists in ecology and theology and 
they worked until they reached a synthe-
sis.  However, he insists that “Laudato 
Si’ is not a green encyclical.  It is a social 
encyclical. The green and the social go 
hand in hand.  The fate of creation is tied 
to the fate of all humanity.”  He adds that 
“when we neglect Mother Earth we lose 
not just what we need to survive but the 
wisdom to live together well.”  We ought 
to resolve to do our part to improve our 
common home.

There is much more in the book but 
this will have to do for a newspaper 
column.  I truly urge you to get the book.  
It is available on Kindle.  As Pope Francis 
writes, a stoppage in our usual life, as 
has occurred during this pandemic, “can 
always be a good time for sifting, for re-
viewing the past, for remembering with 
gratitude who we are, what we have been 
given, and where we have gone astray.”  

FATHER CARVILLE is a retired priest in the 
Diocese of Baton Rouge and writes on 
current topics for The Catholic Commen-
tator. He can be reached at johnnycar-
ville@gmail.com.

Another 
Perspective

Father John Carville

Life after the pandemic; the path to a better future

 | Pray for those who Pray for us Please pray for the priests, deacons and religious women and men in the Baton Rouge Diocese.

Feb. 4 Rev. Edwin J. Martin
 Dcn. Ricky A. Patterson
 Br. Robert Croteau SC
Feb. 5 Rev. Gerard R. Martin
 Dcn. Minos J. Ponville Jr.
 Sr. Lan Thuy Bui ICM
Feb. 6 Rev. Matthew E. McCaughey
 Dcn. Curles P. Reeson Jr.
 Br. Ramon Daunis SC
Feb. 7 Rev. Paul A. McDuffie
 Dcn. Mark Reynaud
 Sr. Helen Cahill FMOL
Feb. 8 Rev. Roberto Merced OP
 Dcn. Alfred J. Ricard Jr.

 Br. Alan Drain SC
Feb. 9 Rev. Andrew J. Merrick
 Dcn. Gabriel Rico
 Sr. Demetria Castro HMSS
Feb. 10 Rev. Victor G. Messina
 Dcn. Thomas M. Robinson
 Br. Carl Evans SC
Feb. 11 Rev. Michael A. Miceli
 Dcn. Danny Roussel
 Sr. Joseph Ellen Cavalier SSF
Feb. 12 Rev. Cleo J. Milano
 Dcn. Mauricio Salazar OP
 Br. Harold Harris SC
Feb. 13 Rev. Nutan S. Minj IMS

 Dcn. Eliazar Salinas Jr.
 Sr. Anima Christi MC
Feb. 14 Rev. Michael J. Moroney
 Dcn. Mario (Sam) Sammartino
 Br. Ray Hebert SC
Feb. 15 Rev. Caye A. (Trey) Nelson III
 Dcn. Taylor Sanford
 Sr. Maria Sato Culaway DM
Feb. 16 Rev. Peter Neuman ICM
 Dcn. Joseph M. Scimeca
 Br. Dwight Kenney SC
Feb. 17 Rev. Hung Viet Nguyen ICM
 Dcn. Rudolph W. Stahl
 Sr. Renee Daigle MSC
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ:

This past week Governor (John 
Bel) Edwards invited the private sec-
tor and all communities of faith to help 
minimize the surge and spread of the 
coronavirus in Louisiana.  As bishop of 
the Diocese of Baton Rouge, I believe that 
our Catholic family needs to continue to 
do our part in this effort to minimize the 
spread of this dangerous disease for the 
common good.

I first want to commend you and your 
pastor for following our guidelines dur-
ing this pandemic by wearing masks and 
keeping your distance.  Your cooperation 
has proven that our procedures have 
been successful. Few, if any, (parishio-
ners) have been infected from attending 
Mass (where our procedures have been 
followed) and there have been no super-
spreader events (as far as I know) origi-
nating from our liturgical celebrations.  
The way we attend Mass now is far from 
ideal but not unprecedented in church 
history. Christians of the first century 
celebrated the Eucharist in underground 
catacombs fearing for their lives. I am 
proud of how we have worked to protect 
one another, especially the most vulner-
able members of our parishes.  

Yet, despite these efforts, the virus is 
surging and, if you are like me, you feel 
that it is all around you, with friends and 
family being infected, some even dying 

from the disease. In the 
past few weeks several 
of our priests have been 
infected and others have 
been exposed directly, 
sending our priests 
into quarantine for two 
weeks and unavail-
able for sacramental 
ministry.  I believe that 
the present surge of the 
virus demands that now, 
more than ever, we need 
to follow all the recom-
mended practices in 
order to diminish not 
only its spread but, more 
importantly, to lower the 
number of DEATHS that have resulted 
from COVID-19.

I have asked our priests, for the next 
two months, to continue implementing 
our diocesan safety guidelines. These 
include, but are not limited to, wearing 
masks and observing physical distancing 
at all times and at all church liturgical 
and social events. I have also asked that 
our priests personally avoid social events 
where masks are not worn to protect 
their health, so they are available to their 
parishioners to celebrate the sacraments 
and provide needed pastoral care.

Also, vaccines are now being made 
available to various groups through-
out the United States.  I have reviewed 

these remedies along 
with the bishops of the 
United States and we have 
determined, reinforced 
by the Holy Father Pope 
Francis, that receiving the 
new Pfizer and Moderna 
vaccines are justifiable 
and morally acceptable 
ways to help end this pan-
demic.  Being vaccinated 
should be considered as 
an act of charity toward 
others in our communi-
ties.  I encourage all of the 
faithful of the Diocese of 
Baton Rouge to take this 
moral evaluation to heart 

as you make your decision to receive the 
coronavirus vaccinations as they become 
available.  

I am keenly aware of the considerable 
physical, emotional and financial toll 
the virus is taking on us all and that we 
are tired of the restrictions required for 
reducing the spread of the virus. So many 
of us looked to the new year with expec-
tations that there would be less contagion 
and fewer deaths. But such has not been 
the case and in truth, instead of relaxing 
our guard we must re-enforce it, and we 
must continue to practice those things 
that minimize exposure and spread. 

I know that some see masks, physical 
distancing and other guidelines as a re-

straint to religious freedom, the intrusion 
of government into the church or that I, 
as your bishop, am working more as an 
administrator than a pastor.  I will share 
with you that as I created our present 
Diocesan Pandemic Guidelines and even 
write this letter I have only the com-
mand of the Lord, “love one another,” on 
my heart.  All the restrictions and rules 
we have in place as a church are simply 
imposed to stop the spread of this virus 
that has the potential to kill.  I know 
these guidelines demand that we make 
personal sacrifices, but real love de-
mands sacrifice.  We as Catholics should 
know this truth of love very well because 
each time we come to church we look 
at the crucifix, reminding us that it was 
Christ’s sacrifice that saved us. Let us 
redouble our efforts as an act of love for 
our neighbor, yes even a sacrificial love, 
and together pray that all of us may live 
through this danger together because we 
took care of one another.

Know that my prayers are with all 
you. May our hope in the Lord give us the 
patience and endurance to come through 
this pandemic stronger in our faith and 
deeper in compassion and love for our 
neighbor.  

+Michael Gerard Duca
Bishop of Baton Rouge

  |  letters to the editor

Bishop Duca’s letter addressing COVID-19

From the Bishop 
Bishop Michael G. Duca

Celebrate post 
war sacrifices

Regarding Dr. John Meinert’s article defending 
Pope Francis’ writing on the atomic bombs, 
I find it to be really inappropriately timed.  It 

seems unnecessary right now to publish what will be 
widely perceived by our elderly as a ‘shame on you’ 
editorial for their celebrating the end to World War II 
as a result of the atomic bombs.  

Without living with the stress of having a loved one 
off to war, our young author cannot grasp what that gen-
eration was dealing with.  Considering our seniors’ con-
tinuing COVID-19 battle with acute fear and lockdown 
loneliness, could his chiding not have been deferred to a 
less stressful time?     

Rather than brow beating the United States yet again 
about our history (the same United States that is by far 
the largest contributor to the global Catholic Church), 
would it be possible to write a more uplifting article on 
the unheralded sacrifices that America made post war?  
We could start by educating the masses on the Marshall 
Plan and the Truman Doctrine.

Richard Bosse
Baton Rouge

Voting your faith

This is in relation to Bishop (Michael G.) Duca’s ar-
ticle “Voting as a faith-filled citizen.” I agree with 
his comments and if I am understanding his argu-

ment, your voting for a particular candidate is depen-
dent on your faith understanding and your conscience.

In other words, voting for or against a particular can-
didate because of his position on abortion is a faith-filled 
decision.

By the same token, voting for or against a particular 
candidate because of his position on the death penalty is a 
faith-filled decision.

Also, voting for or against a particular candidate 
because he makes fun of others, recommends violence 
against others or unfair immigration policy is a faith-
filled decision.

Therefore, voting for or against a particular candidate 
because he supports or is against white supremacy, rac-
ism or no-Nazism is a faith-filled decision.

That means that making a decision about being for 
or against a particular candidate is based on our under-
standing and conscious determination of what issues are 
the most important to you. This gives us great leeway in 
choosing our candidates.

Richard Brazan Jr..
Baton Rouge

A Catholic 
court

In his Dec. 4 column, Father Carville 
pointed out proudly that the major-
ity of the justices in the Supreme 

Court are now Catholic. Let us not 
forget why this is. Had Hillary Clinton 
been elected president in 2016 this 
would not be the case. It was mainly 
because of the pending Supreme Court 
nomination that I did not vote for her. 
A president is only in office for four or 
eight years, but Supreme Court justices 
last a lot longer.

Donald Trump has not been our best 
president but he delivered on the nomi-
nation of the Supreme Court justices. 
The fact that he was able to nominate 
three justices is providential. I wonder 
if our practicing-Catholic president will 
nominate a Catholic justice given the 
chance

Armando Corripio
Baton Rouge
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any advertiser.

BUSINESS SERVICE BUSINESS SERVICEBUSINESS SERVICE

BUSINESS SERVICE

BUSINESS SERVICE
CALL TYRONE

“WHEN IT NEEDS FIXING”
LEAKING SINKS, FAUCETS, PIPES
UNCLOG DRAINS AND TOILETS 
REPAIRS OR REPLACE GARBAGE 

DISPOSALS
PLUS OTHER REPAIRS

SUCH AS SMALL ENGINES AND 
HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES, ETC.

CALL 225-802-4522 OR 225-346-6246

BROUSSEAU'S Painting
Interior and exterior painting. Experi-
enced and reliable. Free estimates. Call 
225-241-8488.

Charlotte’s Custom Designs
Drapery, Roman Shades, Bedding, 

Fabrics, Upholstery, Shutters and Blinds.
225-936-8649

Dave’s Bicycle Repair and Sales. Free 
estimate. Expert economical repair on all 
brands. Call 225-924-4337. By appoint-
ment only.

Allan’s Tree Service
Specializes in large and dangerous tree 
removal. Licensed and insured.  Senior 
citizen and law/military discounts.  Allan 
Johnson 225-241-8789.

HOUSEKEEPER
MATURE DEPENDABLE

20 + YEARS EXPERIENCE
HAVE REFERENCES

CALL DEBBIE
225-369-1976

Mr. D’s Tree Service
3 Licensed Arborists

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Don Decell  owner
225-292-6756

THOMAS LUNDIN, CPA
Accounting and taxes for businesses, 
non-pro� ts and individuals; business, 
computer, � nancial and management 
services. 30 years experience; profes-
sional, prompt and personal attention. 
Call 225-296-0404.

LEBLANC’S TREE & STUMP
REMOVAL, INC.

Prompt service–Free estimates
FULLY INSURED

E. H. “Eddie” LeBlanc
Phone 383-7316

Custom Face Masks & More
Personalization is my specialty! 

I bring your designs to life
with DIVA � air.  Face masks, t-shirts, 

onesies, drink ware,
home décor, & MORE!

www.etsy.com/shop/divinediva33

Medicare Solutions
David Didier – Senior Advisor

New to Medicare? Are You Disabled?
Coming from Group Insurance? Are 

You A Veteran?
Do You Have Both Medicaid and 

Medicare?
All Inquiries Are Answered

Call 1-800-935-9750 or
didierinsurance@gmail.com

Are you interested in learning how 
to make rosaries but don’t know where 
to start?  No experience is necessary to 
join “The Rosary Makers.”  Group meets 
on Tuesday mornings at 8:30 a.m. at Our 
Lady of Mercy Church co� ee shop.  Call 
church o�  ce 225-926-1883 or Ms. Elaine 
Juneau 225-261-4199 for more details.

Two cemetery plots.  Oaklane Cemetery 
Highway 73, Prairieville, LA 70769.  $3000 
each.  Call 225-571-0738.

Single cemetery plot in Resthaven’s 
Garden of Prayer in Baton Rouge.  $3900.  
Call 225-384-0070.

J P I I C D R S B A C O N
E A R N H E A P E P O D E
S C A T R A C Y R O P E S
S E T A S I D E D E S E R T
E R E C T S D R A F T

T A T A E S T A T E S
D C C B I L H A H S O U L
M O A B B A D Y O R E
D O T O R E B E L S L O W
S P O N S O R R I P S

H O S T S T O A S T S
J E R O M E N A U T I C A L
A L I M B C O I R N A P A
Y A L I E T O N G T R E K
S N E E R A T T Y S E R E
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HOUSE WASHING
MILDEW REMOVAL

CALL 225-276-8236

Marriage Help – A Retrouvaille weekend for 
couples experiencing trouble in their marriage will 
be held Friday, March 5 – Sunday, March 7. For con-
fidential information or to register, call 985-232 
5963, email retrovibrcomcoor@gmail.com or visit 
HelpOurMarriage.com. 

“Bayou” Men of the Immaculata Conference – A 
livestream viewing of the Men of Immaculata Con-
ference in Baton Rouge will be held at the “Bayou” 
Men of the Immaculata Conference, Saturday, Feb. 
20, 7:30 a.m., at the St. Philomena Church Commu-
nity Center, 118 Convent St., Labadieville. To regis-
ter or for more information, contact Charlie Bailey 
at 985-413-2475.

Byzantine Icon Workshop – A Byzantine icon 
workshop on St. Kateri Tekakwitha will be held 
 Sunday, Feb. 21, 1- 3 p.m., and Monday, Feb. 22, 8:30  
a.m. – 4:30 p.m., in the Orangerie at the Burden  
Gardens LSU Ag Center Botanic Gardens, 4560 Es-
sen Lane (I-10 at Essen Lane), Baton Rouge. Cost is 
$350 and tools and supplies are provided. For more 
information and to register, call Kitty Hessburg 
Wiemer at 225-284-7440 or Diana Wells at 225-
927-8646

Pro-Life Mass – St. Agnes Church, 749 East 
Blvd., Baton Rouge, will celebrate a Pro-Life Mass 
Tuesday, Feb. 9, 5:30 p.m., followed by the rosary. 
For more information, call the St. Agnes office at 
225-383-4127. 

Youth group members from Mater Dolorosa Church in Independence gathered at the church on Jan. 23 for a pro-life 
rally. The youth made signs they held up as cars drove by. Pro-life advocate Jeanie Holmes and Theresa Ragusa, direc-
tor of the Women’s Life Ministries Pregnancy Center in Amite, also addressed the youth in the church. Photo by Richard Meek 
| The Catholic Commentator  

director of the Office of Vocations for the Diocese of 
Baton Rouge; Father Ryan Hallford, parochial vicar at 
St. Aloyisus in Baton Rouge; and the Sisters of St. Ce-
cilia of Memphis, Tennessee, whom traditionally visit 
with youth during a stop at their mother house during 
their pilgrimage and whom accompany them for the 

rest of their visit. The panelists encouraged attendees 
to spend time with Jesus and develop a relationship 
with him so they recognize his voice and are prepared 
when he calls them. Knowing one’s gifts are also an 
indication of where the Lord wants them to serve.

Father Johnson said, “now,” not “later,” is the time to 
start working on that relationship.

The evening ended with eucharistic adoration.

LIFE 
From page 7



January 29, 2021  The Catholic Commentator   15

The Racial Harmony Commission of the 
Diocese of Baton Rouge, in collaboration 
with the Southern University Law Center, 
the Franciscan Missionaries of Our Lady 
University, the Sisters of St. Joseph and the 
Institute for Black Catholic Studies at Xavier 
University, sponsored a virtual lecture by 
Dr. Shannen Dee Williams, Professor of 
History at Villanova University. 

William’s presentation was entitled: 
“Black Catholic Historical Truth Telling: An 
Essential Practice for Reparative Justice.”  
She is one of the foremost spokespersons 
for Black Catholic history in the United 
States.  

Williams has done extensive work 
researching the presence and contribution 
of Black American women in Catholic 
religious orders of women.  Her forthcoming 
book is entitled, “Subversive Habits.”

On Feb. 24 at 7 p.m., the series will 
continue with a presentation by Gloria 
Purvis, formerly the host of a popular 
morning program, “Morning Glory,” on 
EWTN radio. Her topic will be: “What Can 
the Church Do about Racism.”

To register for the virtual 
presentation, visit sulc.edu/
racialhealing.

Please give generously in the
collection on Feb. 6 and 7.

CASKETS 
From page 1

provided by Abby’s Angel Closet.
Emily Froeba said the caskets are 

part of an overall ministry to help 
couples who are mentally, emotionally 
and financially stressed, who don’t 
know where to turn after losing a child.

The Froebas were fortunate to have 
connections through the church that 
gave them assistance and guidance on 
burying their children with dignity. 
Emily said unfortunately, for many 
that is not the case, as the worldly 
culture does not see pre-born children 
as children of God. She said she would 

not have known such things such as 
parents have a right to even name a 
baby that was lost in the womb.

“Our goal is to make it as simple as 
possible for the families, no matter in 
what stage of gestation or situation,” 
she said.

The Froebas will have a workshop 
on building the caskets on Saturday, 
March 30. To register and receive more 
information visit https://forms.gle/
tQPFWHHk9vYcx51p7.

If anyone would like to donate 
to the project to help with the cost 
of materials, online donations may 
be made at https://give.classy.org/
CarriersofHope.

HOOPER 
From page 6

irrelevant to the church. While it 
may be a question of civil law, canon 
law clearly leaves that entirely to 
secular government alone.  Rather, 
the church’s law is pretty clear: 
“Children conceived or born of (that 
is, from) a valid or putative marriage 
are legitimate.” It further defines a 
“putative marriage” as “if it has been 
celebrated in good faith by at least 
one of the parties.” In reality, that 
always happens, even in marriages 
that lack canonical form. These types 
of marriage are surely “putative” since 

the spouses think they are married 
even if, in the eyes of the church, they 
are not. 

Unfortunately, the statement in 
my column may have furthered an 
often used accusation of illegitimacy 
that angry people often use to hurt 
former spouses and their children. I 
apologize if this confused anyone any 
further or undermined the good work 
that has been done by our tribunal 
in providing healing in the midst of 
brokenness.  

DEACON HOOPER is a deacon assistant 
at Immaculate Conception Church in 
Denham Springs. He can be reached 
at ghooper@diobr.org.

Racial Harmony Commission 
sponsors virtual series

PELOSI 
From page 11

allowing for taxpayer-funded 
abortions in Medicaid. It is unclear 
if Democrats would have the votes 
in both chambers of Congress to 
ultimately repeal Hyde.

Archbishop Cordileone, in his 
statement, said he would “not 
presume” why individuals voted for 
Trump. 

“There are many issues of very 
grave moral consequence that 
Catholics must weigh in good 
conscience when they vote,” he said.

Archbishop Cordileone also 
supported USCCB president 
Archbishop Jose Gomez, who 
issued a statement of prayer and 
congratulations to new President 
Joe Biden, and who noted areas 
of agreement and disagreement 
between Biden and bishops.

Archbishop Gomez, in 
his statement upon Biden’s 
inauguration, reiterated that ending 
abortion is the “preeminent priority” 
of the conference due to its threat to 
families and the sheer number of 

abortion victims.
The language on abortion 

received opposition from within the 
conference, including by Cardinal 
Blasé Cupich of Chicago who issued 
a scathing statement of criticism of 
Archbishop Gomez’s words, CNA 
reported.

Archbishop Cordileone thanked 
Gomez for restating the conference’s 
priority and added that just because 
abortion is a “preeminent” concern 
does not mean it is the “only” 
concern of the conference.

“In his inaugural speech 
yesterday, President Biden gave a 
moving call to unity and healing,” 
Archbishop Cordileone said, and 
added that Pelosi’s accusations 
against pro-lifers were “not the 
language of unity and healing. She 
owes these voters an apology.”

“Christians have always 
understood that the commandment, 
‘Thou shall not kill,’ applies to all 
life, including life in the womb,” 
Archbishop Cordileone said. “Pope 
Francis continues this unbroken 
teaching.”

DIOCESAN PRAYER  
FOR RACIAL HARMONY

God our Father, You call us to love 
one another as You have loved us. 

We pray for the conversion of hearts 
in our Diocese of Baton Rouge to 

bring about racial harmony rooted 
in Your Son, Jesus Christ. Through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, strip 

us of our pride, mistrust and 
prejudices, so that we may be able 

to dialogue with one another to 
build communities where justice, 
peace and love flourish. We ask 

these blessings trusting in the infinite 
mercy of Jesus and the intercession 

of Mary our Mother. Amen.
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Men of the Immaculata Conference scheduled Feb. 20
By Richard Meek

The Catholic Commentator

A sprinkling of national 
speakers with local favorites are 
on the offering for the 5th annual 
Men of the Immaculata Men’s 
Conference, scheduled Feb. 20 
at St. George Catholic Church in 
Baton Rouge.

The theme for the increasingly 
popular event is “St. Joseph: 
Pillar of Families, Protector 
of the Church and Terror of 
Demons.” Scott Smith, chairman 
of this year’s conference, said the 
theme was chosen before Pope 
Francis recently declared 2021 
the Year of St. Joseph, who is the 
patron saint of the Diocese of 
Baton Rouge.

“How can we not be excited?” 
Smith said. “It’s just providence. 
With that message, the wind is at 
our backs.”

Father Reuben Dykes, pastor 
at Mater Dolorosa Church in 

Independence, will speak on the 
Terror of Demons. Father Dykes 
has previously produced a series 
of successful videos on demons 
and spiritual welfare.

Deacon Harold Burke-
Sivers, known worldwide 
as the “Dynamic 
Deacon,” will talk about 
Pillar of Families. 
Deacon Harold is a 
television host and 
author who travels 
the country offering a 
no-nonsense approach 
to living and proclaiming 
the Catholic faith 

Best-selling author Dr. Allen 
Hunt will speak on Protector of 
the Church. Hunt, an Atlanta 
resident, is a former Methodist 
pastor who is a convert to 
Catholicism.

Chef John Folse will not 
only provide lunch but offer his 
reflections, traditionally one of 
the highlights of the day. 

Father Joshua Johnson, 
pastor at Holy Rosary Church in 

St. Amant, will lead the men in 
the rosary.

“Each of those guys will be 
emphasizing and pumping up 
the St. Joseph consecration 
going forward,” Smith said. “I’m 
excited by how it is all coming 
together.”

Concern grew this past 
year that as the coronavirus 
pandemic spread the 2021 
conference might be in jeopardy. 
Smith said similar men’s 
conferences in the Archdiocese 
of New Orleans and the Diocese 
of Houma-Thibodaux, both of 
which were developed following 

the model of the Men of the 
Immaculata, have already been 
canceled.

“We have been able to keep 
ours going because St. George 

has been so welcoming 
to us,” Smith said. 

“The generosity of 
(pastor) Father Paul 
Yi, (parochial vicar) 
Father Paul Gros 
and (administrator) 
Martin Hernandez 

have made this 
possible. They could 

have killed it at several 
points. We are very grateful 

to them.”
The conference will still be 

held in the church but COVID-19 
protocols dictate that only 300 
men will be allowed to attend 
in person. Smith said projecting 
the conference onto a screen in 
the gym was considered but the 
decision was made to keep it in a 
sacred place.

But Smith was quick to 
point out that “limitations can 
increase opportunities.”

He said an APP was developed 
that is available on Google Play 
and the APP store allowing 
people to buy a virtual ticket and 
view the entire conference live. 
Catholic Life Television will also 
be livestreaming the event.  

Additionally, the conference 
will be live streamed at what is 
being dubbed the “Bayou Men 
of the Immaculata Conference” 
at the St. Philomena Church in 
Labadieville Community Center. 
St. Philomena pastor Father 
Eddie Martin is organizing the 
“Bayou” event.

Smith said a men’s group in 
Bossier City is also attempting to 
live stream the event.

He said the speakers are 
also going to have discussion 
questions to facilitate at each 
local event. 

“We’re hoping to get several 
of these satellite conferences,” 
Smith said. 

“Even though we are in 
quarantine, even though we are 
in this pandemic, we can still 
evangelize.”

“I think this will be a 
particularly and poignant year 
because of all that we had to deal 
with (in the past year),” Smith 
said. “And all of the turmoil and 
political acrimony going on in 
our country.”

He said that “speaking for 
myself I  have not had a large 
scale fellowship with other men 
since the last men’s conference,” 
noting that Knights of Columbus 
councils and other men’s groups 
have not been allowed to meet. 

Social distancing and 
masking protocols will be in 
place, Smith said. Lunches will 
be packaged so the men can sit 
either outside or inside, and a 
“COVID safe” breakfast will be 
available.

Confession will be heard, 
with about 20 priests available.

Tickets for the in-person 
conference are $60 and incudes 
a “swag” that will have a copy 
of the book “Consecration to St. 
Joseph.”

Virtual tickets are $40, which 
includes the swag bag, and $20 
without the bag. 

Hunt’s address will kick off 
the event at 8:15 a.m. Father 
Dykes will speak at 9:30 a.m. 
and Bishop Michael G. Duca is 
scheduled to celebrate Mass at 
10:50 a.m. Father Martin will 
celebrate Mass at St. Philomena 
also at 10:50 a.m.

Folse is scheduled to offer his 
reflections at 11:45 a.m., followed 
by lunch. Father Johnson will 
lead the rosary at 12:40 p.m. and 
Deacon Sivers address will begin 
at 1:20 p.m.

For more information or to 
register, visit Catholicmenbr.com.
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Catholic educators are heroes during COVID-19 pandemic

From the 
Bishop 

Bishop Michael G. Duca

One year ago educators in the 
Diocese of Baton Rouge were 
preparing to celebrate Catho-

lic Schools Week, an annual event to 
embrace all that is good in Catholic 
education. As is tradition, the week was 
highlighted by the celebration of the an-
nual Catholic Schools Week Mass at St. 
Gerard Majella Church in Baton Rouge.  
At the time, we were learning more 
about a rare virus called COVID-19 that 
was beginning to spread its devastation 
throughout China and Europe, but it 
was still a rather small blip on our col-
lective radar. 

 How much has changed in a year!
 Today, as we celebrate a most 

unusual Catholic Schools Week, the 
coronavirus remains at the forefront 
of our thoughts and certainly the focus 
of our prayers, as we continue to cope 
with the mental challenges of isolation 
and experiencing the grief of family 
members and friends suffering through 
the disease and in some cases dying. 
We continue to wonder when life will 
return to some semblance of normalcy 
and what post-pandemic society will 
look like.  

Despite the myriad challenges 2020 

presented, the core mission of Catholic 
education did not change and that is to 
educate our young children, not only 
teaching the fun-
damentals of math, 
English and history 
but also forming them 
morally and spiritu-
ally.  Even during the 
lockdown that began 
March 13, 2020, our 
educators did not 
allow the challenges of 
changing the paradigm 
of education from the 
physical classroom to 
the virtual classroom 
to deter them. With 
almost no delay our 
whole school system 
transitioned to virtual 
learning to meet the 
educational and for-
mative needs of their 
students.

 Despite the complexities, educators 
remained vigilant in their dedication 
to their students by continuing to hold 
them to the same standard of excellence.  
Our administrators and educators 

used their creativity and dedication to 
overcome any obstacles along the way, 
always considering what was best for the 

young people they serve. 
 That same resolve has 

certainly carried over to the 
new school year 2020-2021. 
With Superintendent Dr. 
Melanie Palmisano’s lead-
ership and foresight, and 
because of the heroic and 
faithful efforts of our princi-
pals, teachers, aides, tutors, 
office staffs, cafeteria work-
ers, maintenance employees, 
parents and the guidance of 
the nurses and doctors from 
Our Lady of the Lake Health 
System, all of our diocesan 
schools have been success-
ful in maintaining in-class 
learning since September.  

I commend everyone 
associated with our Catholic 
school community for their 

unwavering dedication to our young 
people, for finding the light in the dark-
ness of this pandemic. 

Catholic education is rooted in the 
Gospel because while a good quality 

education is important, it is not com-
plete if it only imparts information to 
the mind and does not touch the heart.  
A complete education must also impart 
the wisdom of our final destiny with 
God and reveal the evidence and the 
presence of God as revealed by Jesus’ 
words and actions.  To fulfill their call 
Catholic schools daily continue their 
Mission and Ministry by evangelizing 
hearts, educating minds, encouraging 
talent and embracing the future. They 
carry out this mission through spiritual 
and religious formation, academic rigor, 
innovative programs, responsible stew-
ardship and joyful celebration of service 
to the community. 

This Catholic Schools Week I com-
mend and thank our principals, teachers 
and school staff for all they do for our 
students every day.  I also express my 
pride in our dedicated students who 
have worked hard to learn in these 
difficult circumstances.  I am sure this 
pandemic, which has challenged our 
Catholic Schools for the past year, will 
in the end not break our resolve but 
rather will strengthen our dedication 
to the Mission and Ministry of Catholic 
Education for years to come. 
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Our generation will show that it can rise 
to the promise found in each young per-
son when we know how to 

give them space. This means that 
we have to create the material 
and spiritual conditions for their 
full development; to give them a 
solid basis on which to build their 
lives; to guarantee their safety 
and their education to be every-
thing they can be…   
– Pope Francis

The Holy Father’s reminder of 
the ministry of Catholic educa-
tion helps us to realize the impor-
tance of the work that is celebrat-
ed during Catholic Schools Week.  
After recently completing the self-
study process for national reac-
creditation and preparing to meet 
online with the quality assurance 
visiting team, Catholic schools in-
volved in district accreditation are 
keenly aware of the importance 
of creating material and spiritu-
al conditions for the full devel-
opment of students in their care.  
Our vision to Evangelize Hearts, 
Educate Minds, Encourage Talent, 
and Embrace the Future is focused 
on providing a solid foundation 
that helps students fully develop 
their God-given gifts so that they 
can fulfill their potential.

It has been tradition in the Dio-
cese of Baton Rouge that students 
from each school come together 
for Mass during Catholic Schools 
Week.  With the pandemic, adjust-
ments needed to be made.  Instead 
of filling the church with students, 
school administrators and their family members 
will gather to celebrate Mass with Bishop Mi-

chael G. Duca. This year’s Catholic Schools Week 
Mass will be livestreamed on Catholic Life TV 

on Feb. 3 at 10 a.m., and we hope 
that everyone will be able to join 
the celebration through technol-
ogy.

Following Mass, school lead-
ers who courageously and tire-
lessly worked to reopen schools 
safely and on-time this year will 
be honored.  These outstanding 
educators helped students and 
their families return to a more 
normal reality despite the uncer-
tainty in our world.  They are tru-
ly worthy of our gratitude!

In addition to prayer during 
Mass, two important signs of our 
Catholic identity are included in 
Catholic Schools Week activities.  
First, schools donate to Catholic 
Charities of the Diocese of Baton 
Rouge as a sign of their commit-
ment to service. Second, faculty 
members with anniversary years 
of service are recognized as a 
sign of gratitude for their work in 
Catholic education.  We all know 
teachers and staff members who 
have made a positive difference 
in our lives, and we take time 
during Catholic Schools Week to 
honor that dedication.

As we celebrate the work of 
Catholic schools, we are grate-
ful for the leadership of Bishop 
Duca and for the support of cler-
gy, administrators, faculty, staff, 
parents, students and all part-
ners in the work of the schools.  
With strong stakeholder support, 

Catholic schools will continue to serve genera-
tions in the Diocese of Baton Rouge!

Celebrating Catholic Schools Week

From the 
Superintendent

Dr. Melanie Palmisano

St. Michael serves a devastated 
Lake Charles 

 This year’s 
Catholic Schools 
Week Mass will 
be livestreamed 
on Catholic Life 
TV on Feb. 3 at 

10 a.m.

 
Mater Dolorosa Catholic School 
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Special to The Catholic Commentator

Hurricane Laura made landfall on Aug. 27 
in Cameron Parish as a Category 4 storm with 
150-mile-per-hour winds. 

After the devastating effects of the storm 
came to fruition, the St. Michael the Archangel 
High School family rallied together to help St. 
Louis Catholic High School in Lake Charles. St. 
Louis Catholic, along with many of the fami-
lies whose children attend the high school, sus-
tained severe damage from Hurricane Laura. 

Students and faculty at St. Michael collected 
gift cards from Home Depot, Lowes, Walmart, 
Amazon, grocery stores, fast food restaurants 
and gas stations raising more than $10,000 for 
the high school and their families. Along with 

the gift cards, students made personalized 
prayer cards to include notes of sorrow and en-
couragement. 

In September, St. Michael football coach Joey 
Sanchez and football parents spent the day in 
Lake Charles, cooking and serving jambalaya 
and volunteering with cleanup efforts. While 
they were there,  Sanchez delivered the gift 
cards and prayer cards. 

“It was a humbling experience to see every-
one so thankful for our help,” he said. “Living in 
Louisiana, we all know the devastating effects 
that hurricanes can bring, so it felt good to give 
back to our neighbors in their time of need.” 

The St. Michael football team added its own 
special touch to the efforts by donating $1,100 to 
the football program at St. Louis Catholic. 
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Honoring Catholic school principals

SEE PRINCIPALS PAGE 5B

Stacia Andricain
ST. JOSEPH’S ACADEMY

BATON ROUGE 
For the past 

25 years, includ-
ing the past four 
as principal at St. 
Joseph’s Acad-
emy, Stacia An-
dricain has been 
blessed to serve 
under several 
mentors. 

She cited for-
mer SJA admin-

istrators such as Jacquline Labat, Linda 
Harvison, Sister Adele Lambert CSJ and 
Kathy Meares for “seeing in me what I did 
not see in myself.”

During the past quarter of a century at 
SJA Andricain said she has learned that 
a Catholic education allows for a culture 
of mutual respect and understanding and 
an expectation of excellence in all areas of 
formation, growth and education.

She is also proud of being able to keep 
the school open amid a global pandem-
ic and having the parents’ trust that the 
school’s top priority is to continue to keep 

children safe.
Andricain also understands how her 

past can shape the future of others.
“I want to become a mentor for others 

because I was so blessed in this area and 
to continue to promote Catholic ideals 
and the charism of the Sisters of St. Jo-
seph,” she said. 

Alise Ashford
HOLY FAMILY SCHOOL 

PORT ALLEN
Catholic school 

values were in-
stilled in Holy 
Family principal 
Alise Ashford at 
an early age but 
those same values 
have shaped her 
role as an admin-
istrator.

She said the 
values students 

learn at an early age “enhance a person’s 
life.”

Ashford, who is in her first year as prin-
cipal at Holy Family and seventh overall 
in Catholic education, said she is most 
thankful to her family for believing that 

she can do “anything I put my mind to.”
She noted that Holy Family continues 

to grow in numbers and more important-
ly in the students’ schoolwide display of 
Catholic values.

“I anticipate growth of my school and 
new fresh ideas being put into action,” she 
said.

Jan Breen
ST. JOSEPH’S ACADEMY

BATON ROUGE
In her role as president at St. Joseph’s 

Academy, Breen 
oversees the for-
mation of young 
women in the 
charism of the 
Sisters of St. Jo-
seph.

Her educa-
tional philosophy 
includes “young 
women serving 
the dear neigh-

bor, young women developing their aca-
demic potential and young women devel-
oping their leadership skills,” said Breen, 
who has served in Catholic education for 
48 years.

“I am grateful to the Sisters of St. Jo-
seph, my parents belief in Catholic edu-
cation, Brother Donnan Berry (SC) and 
Brother Francis David (SC).”

Her goal is to continue to further the 
mission of SJA in difficult economic 
times.

Erin Candilora
ST. ALOYSIUS SCHOOL

BATON ROUGE

Erin Candilo-
ra has spent the 
past six years as 
principal at St. 
Aloysius build-
ing upon her 
philosophy that 
Catholic educa-
tion provides the 
foundation of 
faith for students 
to be the hope 

and light for future generations.
She said what she finds most reward-

ing about her career, which has includ-
ed 28 years in Catholic education, is the 
community’s resolve in managing the 
ever-changing expectations while of-
fering students a safe environment to 
thrive.

Candilora is encouraged by the sup-
port of her home and school families 
and the previous adminstrators who 
have served as mentors.

Moving forward, she hopes to devel-
op the faith life of the St. Aloysius com-
munity in order to provide hope for the 
future.

Jason Chauvin
CATHOLIC SCHOOL OF POINTE COUPEE

NEW ROADS
Jason Chauvin 

previously served 
as principal at 
Catholic Elemen-
tary School of 
Pointe Coupee 
for the past two 
years and is in his 
first year as prin-
cipal of the newly 
structured ele-
mentary school 
and high school. 

His philosophy, nurtured during his 
12-year career in Catholic education, 
seeks to develop students’ faith, academ-
ics and talents by incorporating the teach-
ings of the Catholic Church.

“Amidst a global pandemic Catholic 
of Pointe Coupee is carrying out its mis-
sion,” Chauvin said. 

He is thankful to his faculty and staff, 
the Catholic Schools Office of the Diocese 
of Baton Rouge staff and the New Roads 
community.

As for the immediate future his goal is 
to continue “navigating through the pan-
demic waters while always remaining fo-
cused on providing a religious, academic 
and disciplined Catholic education.”

Cheryl Domino
REDEMPTORIST ST. GERARD 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
BATON ROUGE

R e d e m p t o -
rist St. Gerard 
School principal 
Cheryl Domino 
has a simple mes-
sage for her stu-
dents, the major-
ity of whom live 
in north Baton 
Rouge, perhaps 
one of the most 
impoverished ar-

eas of the city worsened by a high crime 
rate.

She simply asks her students to believe 
in themselves and take God along as a 
partner.

“My belief in Catholic education is ev-
ery child has something that is achiev-
able,” Domino said. “With God on your 
side you can do all things through Christ. 
He strengthens you.”

Her challenges have been many in the 
past two years but she takes pride in the 
fact she has been able to navigate the dif-
ficulties of being a first-time principal and 
being strong enough to address myriad of 
challenges.

“I consider and believe that I am a re-
silient leader,” she said. 

Stacia Andricain

Alise Ashford
Jan Breen

Erin Candilora

Jason Chauvin

Cheryl Domino
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She expressed gratitude to Catholic 
Schools Superintendent Dr. Melanie 
Palmisano, the entire CSO staff, St. Ge-
rard Majella Church pastor Father Tat 
Hoang CsSR, the Friends of Redemp-
torist and her mentor, Paula Johnson, 
principal of St. Francis Xavier School in 
Baton Rouge.

Domino also knows her work is not 
done and expressed ambitious plans for 
the school’s future.

“In the next year or two I would like to 
change the climate of the school, to rep-
resent a self-worth feeling,” Domino, who 
has been a Catholic educator for 37 years, 
said. “One that we as a school can go and 
compete against anybody.”

Eric Engemann
CRISTO REY BATON ROUGE FRANCISAN 

HIGH SCHOOL
As president 

of Christo Rey 
Baton Rouge 
Franciscan High 
School, Eric En-
gemann presides 
over the most 
unique school in 
the diocese. But 
he embraces the 
challenge.

“We have been 
blessed by God with amazing faculty and 
staff as well as families and community 

partners who believe in our mission and 
believe in our students,” said Engemann, 
who is in his second year at Cristo Rey as 
well as his second year being a Catholic 
president.

His philosophy is to provide a faith-
based Catholic education that will im-
power not only academic growth and 
achievement but a true desire to fully 
develop the God-given potential of all the 
school’s students.

“We are most proud of our 41 seniors in 
our inaugural graduation Class of 2020,” 
Engemann said. “We want to continue to 
grow our student enrollment and build a 
culture of excellence in our school.”

Zachary Fields
MATER DOLOROSA SCHOOL

INDEPENDENCE
In his first 

year as principal 
at Mater Dolorosa 
School Zachary 
Fields has cer-
tainly been busy.

His many ac-
complishments 
include forming 
a new adviso-
ry board for the 
school and creat-

ing a Dad’s Club.
“I am grateful for the support of the 

Catholic Schools Office, our pastor (Fa-
ther Rueben Dykes) and partnership with 
our school stake holders,” said Fields, who 
is in his 19th year as a Catholic educator.

“God is the reason  that Catholic schools 
exist,” he said. “Forming a God-centered 
partnership with educators and parents is 
essential to educate the whole child.”

Angele Fontenot
ST. GEORGE SCHOOL

BATON ROUGE
St. George 

School principal 
Angele Fontenot 
has spent much 
of her first year 
assuring that the 
faculty continues 
to work together 
to map out the 
school’s entire 
curriculum.

She said the 
process has required collaboration, re-
flection and meaningful planning and 
added that she is thankful to her staff.

“Our teachers are continuously learn-
ing and implementing new ways to engage 
and instruct students,” said Fontenot, 
who has been a Catholic educator for all 
of her 18 years as a professional. 

“Catholic schools provide a well-round-
ed education for the whole person by ad-
dressing the academic, physical, emotion-
al and above all spiritual needs of all its 
students,” she added.

Fontenot’s goal is to continue to sup-
port teachers in their teaching practices 
that directly impact learning, resulting 
in academic success and Blue Ribbon 
(School of Excellence Award).

Michelle Gardiner
ST. JUDE THE APOSTLE SCHOOL

BATON ROUGE
Michelle Gar-

diner’s proudest 
moment during 
the past four 
years as princi-
pal at St. Jude is 
when the school 
received the Na-
tional Blue Rib-
bon School Award 
in 2020. Because 
of COVID-19 re-

strictions, a limited number of people 
were allowed to gather in the school gym 
for the announcement.

“I am most grateful for the faculty, 
staff, students and parents for their ded-
ication and hard work in realizing the ac-
complishment of being named a National 
Blue Ribbon School,” said Gardiner, who 
has spent 16 years as a Catholic educator 
and 25 overall in education.

Her philosophy as a Catholic school ed-
ucator is based on the principle that Cath-
olic schools are the primary instrument 
for fulfilling the mission of the Catholic 
Church,” she said. 

Gardiner said the school plans to inte-
grate a robust technology program which 
will include a one-to-one student initia-
tive across all grade levels, which Gardin-
er said “will ensure our students’ success 
in an ever-changing digital era.”
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Cheri Gloe 
MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT SCHOOL

BATON ROUGE
During her five years as 

principal at Most Blessed 
Sacrament School, Cheri 
Gloe has spearheaded the 
growth of the school by 
offering two pre-kinder-
garten classes and has also 
added advanced math to 
the fifth and sixth grade 
classes.

Those additions are 
testimony to what she be-

lieves is the foundation of Catholic education.
“I believe that a Catholic school’s main purpose 

is to work with students and families to nurture 
Gospel values, academic excellence and a life of 
prayer and service,” she said. “We are looking for-
ward to constructing a new multi-purpose build-
ing and renovating classrooms and for seeing what 
the future brings.”

Gloe, who has spent 25 of her 31 years in Catho-
lic education, said she is grateful for the support of 
Most Blessed Sacrament Church pastor Father Phil 
Spano, the school’s Council of Education, faculty 
and families.

Paula Johnson
ST. FRANCIS XAVIER INTERPAROCHIAL SCHOOL

BATON ROUGE
Despite the global pan-

demic, St. Francis Xavier 
School was able to cele-
brate its 100th anniversary 
in 2020, a source of pride 
for principal Paula John-
son.

“The entire church/
school community was 
around that we made it 
100 years,” she said.

Johnson, who spent the 
majority of her 38-year career as a public educator 
but has spent the past three at St. Francis, said her 
philosophy is to make every decision with the stu-
dents at the forefront academically, spiritually and 
socially.

During the next two years she plans to provide 
more opportunities for students to increase their 
prayer life.

“Additionally I plan to support student goals 
that include continual improvement,” she said.

Dr. Andrew King
ST. ELIZABETH SCHOOL

PAINCOURTVILLE
Catholic education goes 

beyond academics, it also 
meets the spiritual and 
educational needs of the 
child in the light of the 
church’s faith in Jesus, said 
St. Elizabeth principal Dr. 
Andrew King.

King, in his first year at 
St. Elizabeth and 21st as a 
Catholic educator, said he 
is proud of his staff’s abil-

ity to successfully implement the CDC and LDDH 

precautions and recommendations regarding 
COVID-19 safety.

“We are most grateful to the students, facul-
ty and parents for trusting in the guidelines and 
measures set forth to keep our school safe,” he said.

Future goals are to increase St. Elizabeth’s tech-
nology use by providing individual devices to stu-
dents from third grade through eighth grade, King 
said. 

Ellen Lee
ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL DIOCESAN  

HIGH SCHOOL
BATON ROUGE

For the past 10 years, 
Ellen Lee has been a sower 
of seeds of spirituality at 
St. Michael the Archangel 
High School, a philoso-
phy she has embodied as 
a Catholic educator for the 
past four decades.

“Catholic education 
plants seeds of faith while 
bringing students closer to 
Christ and calling them to 

lead a life of service to those  in need,” Lee said. 
She proudly boasts that St. Michael returned to 

in-person learning at the beginning of the 2020-
21 school year, while keeping students and faculty 
safe on campus.

“Our administrators, faculty, staff, students and 
families have worked diligently to adjust to health 
and safety guidelines during the pandemic,” Lee 
said.

Regarding the future, Lee said her priority is to 
increase “our students’ achievement as measured 
by standardized tests such as the ACT and PSAT.”

Cecilia Methvin
SACRED HEART OF JESUS SCHOOL

BATON ROUGE
Cecilia Methvin, in her 

second year as principal 
at Sacred Heart of Jesus 
School and her 25th year 
as a Catholic educator, is 
committed to her philoso-
phy of preparing students 
to serve God.

“Students are inspired 
to strive for academic suc-
cess through a rigorous 
curriculum while also de-
veloping spiritually, phys-

ically, emotional, socially and intellectually,” she 
said. “Our dedicated faculty and staff have worked 
diligently to provide a quality education to all stu-
dents in grades Pre-K4 to eighth grade in person 
and online during the COVID-19 pandemic.”

She expressed her gratitude to the faculty, staff 
as well as the school’s supportive parents and 
added her goal is to increase total enrollment and 
completing the Capital Campaign of making over 
classrooms.

Kristy Monsour
ST. MARGARET OF CASTILLO  

REACH PROGRAM
As administrator of St. Margaret of Castil-

lo REACH Special Education Program, Kristy 
Monsour encounters unique challenges daily.

Despite those obstacles, Monsour remains 
SEE PRINCIPALS PAGE 8B
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committed to the 
program’s mis-
sion.

“I believe that 
children are 
God’s hands on 
earth,” she said. 
“Catholic edu-
cation allows 
children to grow 
in him in a safe, 
nurturing envi-

ronment.”
Perhaps her proudest moments come 

when she receives a phone call regard-
ing admission to the program because 
of a recommendation from another par-
ent.

“My teachers work hard to ensure 
each child has their individual needs 
met,” said Monsour, who is in her first 
year at St. Margaret of Castillo and in 
15th overall as a Catholic educator. 
“This does not go unnoticed in the com-
munity.”

She is hoping to add a new special ed-
ucation site in the future.

Brian Moscona
ST. THOMAS MORE SCHOOL

BATON ROUGE
In the three 

years Brian 
Moscona has 
served as princi-
pal at St. Thomas 
More, he, along 
with St. Thom-
as More Church 
pastor Father 
Michael Alello, 
have rebranded 
the school and 
were the driving 

forces to several improvements to the 
campus, including a new playground, 
renovation of the existing gym, land-
scaping and an athletic field. 

Additionally, Moscona has overseen 
the development of a new logo and web-
site while technically enhancing com-
munication methods.

“Partnering with parents to provide 
faith format, intellectual development 
and cultivation of value as students 
come to know God and his love for him” 
is the core of Moscona’s Catholic educa-
tion philosophy.

He expressed his appreciation to Fa-
ther Alello, school president Greg Bran-
dao, an “amazing faculty, supportive 
families and wonderful students.”

“We are hoping to earn a second Na-
tional Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 
Award,” said Moscona, who has spent 
all of his 18 years as a Catholic educa-
tor.

Christine Musso
ST. THERESA MIDDLE SCHOOL

GONZALES
C h r i s t i n e 

Musso has de-
voted her entire 
41-year career to 
Catholic educa-
tion, including 
the past 15 as 
principal at St. 
Theresa. 

For more than 
four decades she 
has witnessed 

first-hand the value of Catholic education 
on students who have passed through 
her doors.

“A Catholic education is steeped in 
the love of Jesus Christ and is focused on 
students learning how to create a better 
world,” Musso said.

She noted with pride how the 2019 
ACT Aspire scores in every grade level 
and subject at St. Theresa were above the 
national average this past year.

“The faculty has embraced aiding stu-
dents to raise ACT Aspire scores since we 
began in 2015,” she said, while acknowl-
edging much work remains.

She said reading scores need to climb 
and students need to embrace reading 
for comprehension and enjoyment, so 
that is a priority. 

Kim Naquin
ST. JOHN PRIMARY SCHOOL

PRAIREVILLE
As a 35-year 

educator, all in 
Catholic schools, 
Kim Naquin un-
derstands that 
Catholic educa-
tion provides a 
moral foundation 
as well as oppor-
tunities for spir-
itual growth and 
academic excel-

lence.
Naquin, the principal at St. John said 

the staff has been focusing on strategies 
to improve unpacking standards and up-
dating Atlas. She is also grateful for the 
assistance of her administrative staff.

“(We) will continue to refine our mea-
sured progress strategies,” Naquin said. 

Jack Nelson
ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL 

DIOCESAN HIGH SCHOOL
BATON ROUGE

Jack Nel-
son, president 
of St. Michael 
the Archangel, 
believes there is 
no substitute for 
an educational 
e n v i r o n m e n -
tal infused with 
the presence of 
Christ.

The 25-year 
Catholic educator said his philosophy is 
“providing an excellent Catholic educa-
tion to all students during a pandemic.”

SEE PRINCIPALS PAGE 9B
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He expressed gratitude to his team of admin-
istrators, teachers, staff, parents and students 
for preserving and meeting all of the challenges 
during these difficult times.

Nelson, who has been at St. Michael for seven 
months, said his goal is a “continued upward tra-
jectory toward excellence, and sharing the good 
news of St. Michael.” 

Sandy Pizzolato
ASCENSION CATHOLIC REGIONAL  

HIGH SCHOOL
DONALDSONVILLE

Creating an environ-
ment that goes beyond 
providing quality aca-
demic is the role of Cath-
olic education, according 
to Ascension Catholic 
principal Sandy Pizzola-
to. 

“Our role as educators 
is to live out our Catho-
lic faith through our in-
struction and interaction 
with our school commu-

nity and beyond,” she said. 
Pizzolato, who spent the past 10 years as 

principal at Ascension and 16 years as a Cath-
olic educator, is proud of the continued success 
the school has achieved with fourth through 
12th grade students and teachers successfully 
trained and implementing the 1:1 Google Class-
room and Google tools to enhance learning.

“I’m grateful to our teachers to learn the 
Google programs necessary in such a short pe-
riod of time to be able to recall all students,” she 
said. “In the next two years I am anticipating 
implementing STEM activities in all grade lev-
els PreK-12 with formal training and tools that 
will enhance teaching and learning.”

Paula Poche
ST. PETER CHANEL INTERPAROCHIAL SCHOOL 

PAULINA
As do many of her 

Catholic educator peers, 
Paula Poche, principal 
of St. Peter Chanel, con-
siders her vocation as an 
educator a ministry and 
not a job.

Armed with that be-
lief, Poche, who has 
spent the past seven of 
her 27 years in Catholic 
education at St. Peter, is 

able to share her philosophy of faith “with all of 
my students by word and example.”

Poche also takes pride in St. Peter being able 
to establish a program for two-year-old chil-
dren as well as building a new daycare building 
and renovating a playground. 

She expressed her heartfelt thanks to her 
parents for raising funds to build the new build-
ing and renovate the playground without hav-
ing to tap into the school’s savings.

“I want to continue working on improving 
technology so we can be more one to one in the 
lower grades,” Poche said. 

Chris Porche
OUR LADY OF MERCY SCHOOL

BATON ROUGE
Catholic education is 

unique in that it provides 
an opportunity to teach 
the whole student aca-
demically, physically and 
spiritually. Additionally, 
it molds young people 
into great contributors 
to the world, said Chris 
Porche who has spent 35 
years as a Catholic edu-
cator

During the past five 
years as principal at OLOM, Porche has spear-
headed the fundraising and construction of two 
buildings on campus and has also increased the 
school’s enrollment.

“I am grateful for God’s grace to accomplish 
these things along with the support and prayers 
of our families and employees,” Porche said.

He said the school is also in the starting phase 
of developing a robust STEM program.

 
Danette Ragusa
ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL

PONCHATOTULA
Danette Ragusa said 

she has is proud of the 
growth she has seen of 
her teachers and stu-
dents in classroom en-
gagement and how they 
have increased owner-
ship of their learning 
during her seven years as 
principal at St. Joseph.

That growth is in line 
with her philosophy of 

Catholic education.
“I believe Catholic education is a true reflec-

tion of honoring God’s greatest creation – man-
kind – by nurturing the whole child to flourish in 
all ways,” said Ragusa, who spent 21 years of her 
career in public education. 

“I am grateful to our teachers who have be-
come great models for their students as lifelong 
learners and adults of service,” she said. “I an-
ticipate a continued growth in our Catholicity 
through our works of service and focus on family 
faith formation.”

Wendy Ross
ST. JEAN VIANNEY SCHOOL

BATON ROUGE
During the coronavi-

rus pandemic, St Jean 
Vianney has continued 
to provide in-person 
learning in a safe envi-
ronment. But the school 
has also been able to 
add technology in grades 
fifth through eighth, both 
points of pride for prin-
cipal Wendy Ross, who 
is in her 15th year as the 

school’s top administrator.
“Catholic education allows our students to 

grow spiritually as well as academically in a car-
ing, secure, faith-filled community,” said Ross, 

SEE PRINCIPALS PAGE 10B
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who has spent the past 18 years as a Catholic educator. “The ded-
ication of parents, faculty, staff and students allows us to learn 
safely in person and incorporate this new technology in a mean-
ingful way.”

Ross said her goal is to continue to update and increase technol-
ogy in the younger grades.
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“Educating the whole child 
 in the Catholic tradition 
for a life of meaning and 

purpose.” 

 

school.aloysius.org 

Dr. Cindy Ryals
ST. ALPHONSUS LIGUORI SCHOOL

GREENWELL SPRINGS
A 32-year ca-

reer spent en-
tirely in Catholic 
education has 
formed Dr. Cindy 
Ryals vision.

“Catholic edu-
cation is not sim-
ply here to im-
pact knowledge 
but to inspire and 
prepare all stu-

dents to learn, to work, to serve God and 
to serve one another,” said Ryals, who 
is in her 12th year as principal at St. Al-
phonsus.

Acknowledging the difficulty of edu-
cating students during a worldwide pan-
demic, Ryals said the faculty, staff and 
students have all maintained their Cath-
olic faith by continuing to attend school 
Mass, prayer services and class retreats.

“I am grateful to my wonderful faculty 
for always having a positive attitude and 
making learning as ‘normal’ as possible 
during the pandemic,” she said. 

“We are looking forward to growing 
our campus facilities and continuing to 

provide an excellent Catholic education 
to all of our students,” Ryals added.

Cherie Schlatre
ST. JOHN INTERPAROCHIAL SCHOOL

PLAQUEMINE
Cherie Schla-

tre has spent 15 
of her 25 years 
as an educator in 
Catholic educa-
tion, the past 13 
as principal at St. 
John. 

During that 
time, she has 
gained an under-
standing of the 

importance of building a strong academ-
ic and spiritual foundation that can only 
come through Catholic education.

“Catholic education is vital to help 
young people grow through rigorous ac-
ademic experiences and faith and more 
formation, instilling in them a commit-
ment to serve in our communities and 
our world,” Schlatre said.

She said St. John continues to faith-
fully provide compassion, support and 
education for the school’s families under 
what she said are “unprecedented cir-
cumstances.”

“St. John school strives to continue 
the legacy of the many religious and lay 

people who have built the foundation for 
our present day success,”  Schlatre said. 
“I am grateful for the love and sacrifice 
of my family, the support of our school 
community and ultimately the guidance 
of our heavenly father.”

Gerald Tullier
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

BATON ROUGE
As Catholic 

High president, 
Gerald Tullier is 
most grateful for 
the dedication 
and generosity of 
his staff who gen-
uinely “love our 
students.”

At the heart 
of Catholic ed-
ucation is the 

mission of forming the whole person ac-
ademically, socially, physically and spiri-
tually, Tullier said.

“I am proud that all in our community 
– students, parents, teachers and alumni 
– have invested in our mission,” Tullier, 
who has spent 44 years in Catholic edu-
cation and the past 15 at Catholic, said.  

He anticipated the continued growth 
of the school’s retreat and service pro-
grams and continued improvement in 
college readiness scores.

Donna Wallette
HOLY GHOST SCHOOL

HAMMOND
During her 

five years as 
principal at St. 
Joseph, stu-
dents’ scores on 
the ACT-Aspire 
have continued 
to rise.

“I am most 
proud that we 
have outscored 
the nation in ev-

ery subject in all tested grades (third 
through eighth),” Wallette said. “I 
would like the school to continue to ex-
cel on the ACT and to inspire more peo-
ple to love the Catholic faith,” she said.

Throughout her 36-year career as a 
Catholic educators, Wallette said her 
philosophy has not altered, promoting 
an environment of loving and learning 
in Christ through academic excellence, 
Gospel values and a nurturing commu-
nity.

“I am grateful to my entire staff for 
their determination and diligence, es-
pecially during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic,” she said.
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Claire Losavio Willis
CRISTO REY BATON ROUGE FRANCISCAN 

HIGH SCHOOL
During her 

four years as 
principal at Cris-
to Rey, principal 
Claire Willis has 
met and aptly ad-
dressed several 
challenges, in-
cluding oversee-
ing the move of 
the students from 
attending classes 

in a business park to temporary trailers at 
its north Baton Rouge location. The move 
to the business park was necessitated by 
the flood of 2016, which destroyed the 
buildings at the  former site of Redemp-
torist High School, where Cristo Rey is 
located.

During the past year Willis has also 
guided faculty and staff through the coro-
navirus pandemic. While still following 
protocols, Cristo Rey was able to hold its 
inaugural graduation in 2020, for which 
Willis is most grateful. 

Even through some of the most diffi-
cult of times, Willis has never waved from 
her own philosophy of Catholic education.

“A Catholic school provides all families 
access to an excellent education rooted in 
Gospel values to prepare children for col-
lege and life,” she said. “I am grateful to 
the faith families and benefactors and a 

dedicated faculty and staff.”
Willis’ goal is to increase the school’s 

enrollment to serve even more families in 
the Baton Rouge area.

Tania Woods
ST. THOMAS AQUINAS REGIONAL 

HIGH SCHOOL
HAMMOND

Tania Woods’ 
first year at St. 
Thomas Aquinas 
has been chal-
lenging because 
of the COVID-19 
pandemic, but 
she talks highly 
of her staff being 
able to provide a 
quality education 
for all of the stu-

dents. 
“Students are still high performing ev-

idenced by three new additions to the 30+ 
Veritas Club,” Woods said. “I am grateful 
to God for his grace, the superintendent 
and Catholic Schools Office for their sup-
port, parents for entrusting St. Thomas 
Aquinas with their students, students for 
rising to the occasion but most impor-
tantly for the staff who has shown nothing 
but dedication and excellence.”

She said Catholic educators foster op-
portunities leading to optimal growth of 
students spiritually, academically, social-
ly and behaviorally, ultimately preparing 
them for post-secondary education and 
positively contributing to society.

Woods said her goals are to increase 

Be a Part of the Cristo Rey Story.
Learn more at www.cristoreybr.org.

Inaugural Graduates in Class of 202041
College Acceptance for Class of 2020100%
Corporate Work Study Partners44

Earned in 2020-2021 by Cristo 
Rey students toward their tuition$1.1 million

Claire Losavio Willis

Tania Woods
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STA’s accomplishments in the next two 
years, increasing service to the commu-
nity and a continued emphasis on the 

school’s Catholic identity to include prayer 
for vocations, weekly Mass, student and 
staff retreats and campus ministry nights. 

Catholic of Pointe Coupee does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic origin. 

One Family, One Vision—In Christ! 
Since 1904 

Catholic of  Pointe Coupee 
405 Louisiana Street 

New Roads, LA  70760 

Please visit our website  or contact us for more information: 
www.catholicpc.com     (225) 638-9313 

The gifts of a Catholic education ……. 

Educating and caring for the children of Pointe Coupee 
and surrounding areas for 116 years.   

Spiritual Growth Community Service 
Moral values Extracurricular Activities 

Academic Excellence Parental Involvement 
Higher Education Preparation Committed Faculty 



12B     The Catholic Commentator CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 2021 January 29, 2021

The body of Christ

Deacon Don Musso gives the Eucharist to McKenzie Chuilli, a student at Most Blessed Sacrament School in 
Baton Rouge. Photos provided by Most Blessed Sacrament School

Deacon Mark Berard, left, and Deacon Don Musso Musso deliver the Eu-
charist to students at Most Blessed Sacrament School in Baton Rouge.

By Penne Leier 
Special to  

The Catholic Commentator

Just like everyone else, the 
students of Most Blessed Sac-
rament School in Baton Rouge 
have had to make adjustments 
to their daily routines because of 
COVID-19. 

Stickers are on the ground ev-
ery six feet, reminding everyone 
to social distance. Signs on the 
walls of classrooms, the office 
and other areas ask students and 
faculty wear a mask before enter-
ing. Instead of meeting together 
as a school for morning assem-
bly, announcements, prayer and 
reciting the pledge are done via 
SMART boards. Life isn’t as it 
was last year, but it is as normal 
as it can be these days.

 Despite the endless list of 
adaptations, one thing that has 
remained a constant at MBS is 
the Eucharist. Every Thursday 

morning, the school begins the 
day with Mass, just as before the 
pandemic. Classes take turns 
attending Mass in person, while 
the rest of the school tunes into 
the MBS Church YouTube chan-
nel to attend virtually. 

Thanks to technology, ev-
eryone is able to listen to God’s 
word, sing praise and worship 
songs and even laugh at Father 
Phil Spano’s homilies. Once 
Mass has concluded, Deacon 
Don Musso and Deacon Mark 
Berard bring the ever-present 
Lord to the students on cam-
pus. They travel from class-
room to classroom, offering the 
body of Christ to every student. 

Each Thursday morning, the 
MBS school community is re-
minded that they do not have to 
be physically with each other in 
order to truly be together. After 
all, we are the church, the body 
of Christ. We are Most Blessed 
Sacrament.
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Technology helps OLOM students become critical thinkers

Middle school students at Our Lady of Mercy School in Baton Rouge uses iPads as part of a 1:1 iPad program. Photo provided by Our Lady of Mercy School

Special to  
The Catholic Commentator

This year Our Lady of Mercy 
School in Baton Rouge launched 
a 1:1 iPad program with its mid-
dle school students. 

Each middle school student 
now has access to an iPad to use 
as a tool in enhancing their ed-
ucation. The goal in bringing a 
1:1 iPad program to the students 
is to teach them to be critical 
thinkers, creators of meaningful 
content and also for students to 
learn to use technology respon-
sibly to enhance not only their 
learning but the world around 
them. 

The hope is that by focusing 
on these things will not only pre-
pare students for high school but 
also for many years beyond.

Understanding this was an 
ambitious goal from the start. 
Administrators viewed this pro-
gram as a partnership with all 
stakeholders including students, 
teachers, parents and school 
board members. The process be-
gan by conducting focus groups 
with all stakeholders. The input 
received from students, parents 
and teachers was invaluable in 
guiding the decision making to 
launching the program.

After a full semester with 
the devices administrators have 
learned a tremendous amount 
along the way, including dis-
covering new ways to engage 
students daily. Despite the chal-
lenges presented because of 
COVID-19, school officials were 
grateful that they were able to 
launch this program this year 
as it has allowed them to con-
tinue educating students largely 
uninterrupted. Although teach-
ing students face to face and 
shoulder to shoulder rather than 
remotely, the addition of this 
technology has allowed OLOM 
students to continue to thrive ac-
ademically.

Now that  teachers, students 
and the technology team have 
gotten their feet wet, so to speak, 
they are eager to start the next 
semester trying new and inno-
vative ways to utilize technolo-
gy daily with students so they 
can have the opportunity to 
think critically and creatively. 
In an effort to make sure OLOM 
students understand the great 
importance and responsibility 
of being a good digital citizen 
Mercy has collaborated with 
the School Board’s Technology 

Committee in creating E-Safety 
newsletters. The goal is to help 
create an awareness amongst 
parents of both the positives and 

negatives of a digital environ-
ment and about how their child 
is interacting with the digital 
world.

OLOM officials said they are 
excited about all of the possi-
bilities and opportunities this 
program will bring to students 

and they are looking forward to 
continuing on this journey as a 
community of prayer, knowledge 
and service.
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Special to  
The Catholic Commentator

Each year, students taking 
an upper-level honors science 
course at St. Joseph’s Academy  
in Baton Rouge participate in the 
school’s science fair as the first 
step in attempting to advance to 
the Region VII Science and En-
gineering Fair at Louisiana State 
University.

 Typically, students present 
their original research proj-
ects, which they have worked on 
during the course of two years, to 
a panel of experts from a variety 
of disciplines. The judges come 
to campus to review the projects 
and ask participating students 
questions about their scientific 

processes. But with COVID-19 
restrictions prohibiting onsite 
judging, SJA’s science fair coor-
dinators turned to technology to 
enable the students to showcase 
their research efforts.

 Science Fair Coordinator 
Jacqueline Savoia approached 
science teacher Aimee Cronan to 
determine the best way to con-
duct a virtual school fair. Cronan 
suggested using Flipgrid to en-
able the students to submit their 
presentation videos and a shared 
drive for uploading their papers. 

Cronan linked the two and 
transmitted them to the judges, 
who were given a week to score 
the projects. Cronan also set up 
a Google survey for the judges 
with the criteria to use when an-

alyzing the students’ research. 
The surveys also enabled the 

judges to share their comments. 
Scores and comments were sub-
mitted electronically for compi-
lation.

 The process mimics the re-
quirements that will be in place 
for this year’s regional compe-
tition, also virtual, enabling the 
students to become comfortable 
with the online judging process. 

“We felt it was important that 
the girls follow the same guide-
lines for the school fair to best 
prepare them for regionals,” 
Cronan said. “I’ve been using 
Flipgrid with my own students 
since the start of the school year, 
and I knew it would be the per-
fect platform for this scenario.”

 Although the process worked 
seamlessly, there were inherent 
challenges with condensing two 
years’ worth of research into a 
three-minute video presenta-
tion. 

“Three minutes is not a long 
time when you are trying to pres-
ent volumes of work,” Cronan 
said. “There was a fine balance 
between making sure they cov-
ered everything they needed to 
get across in those three minutes 
and trying to talk slowly enough 
to be understood.”

 There was a learning curve 
for the judges, as well. 

“Normally, the judges have a 
chance to ask the girls questions 
to get clarification on the details, 
but that wasn’t an option this 
year,” Cronan said. 

 To combat this deviation 
from the norm, the surveys en-
abled the judges to share com-
ments and the questions they 
wish they could have asked. 

“This should give the girls 
a chance to improve their pre-
sentations if they are invited to 
move on to regionals,” Cronan 
said.

Linda Messina, retired SJA 
science teacher and former sci-
ence fair coordinator, will help 
the students who are advancing 
to the regional fair. She is filling 
in while Savoia is on maternity 
leave and will assist the students 
in editing their videos based on 
the judges’ comments and in 

readying their forms for upload.
Savoia expressed immense 

pride in her students’ resilience 
in overcoming the challenges put 
in their paths by the pandemic. 

“This group of girls showed 
more grit and determination 
than any I have ever seen,” 
Savoia said. “The setbacks, dis-
appointment and frustration 
with not being able to complete 
what was originally planned 
were unbelievable. The students 
and I worked hard and worked 
together to get everything ac-
complished for our originally 
scheduled fair date. 

“We pushed deadlines back 
and doubled up on meetings, 
meeting in person and online. 
Many professors were very ac-
commodating of the situation 
and were very helpful mentoring 
students and meeting with them 
online. I do not think I could 
be prouder of this very special 
group. These students will move 
on to college knowing how to 
persevere and overcome despite 
the obstacles they may face.”

Messina agreed. “I was in 
total disbelief when I saw what 
the SJA girls had accomplished 
in such a short amount of time,” 
she said. 

This year’s science fair was 
the largest in school history, 
with 150 projects. Thirty-nine 
students will advance to the re-
gional fair, set for Feb. 22-26 at 
LSU.

SJA students present research 
in virtual science fair

Maria Hargrave, an honors science student at St. Joseph’s Academy in 
Baton Rouge, gathers research for her science fair project. Photo provided 
by St. Joseph’s Acadmey

OUR LADY OF MERCY SCHOOL 
400 Marquette Avenue 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806
(225) 924-1054 • olomschool.org

Our Lady of Mercy Catholic School does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic origin
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By Ellen Dupiere  
and Andy Kling

Special to  
The Catholic Commentator

The recent pandemic has left 
its mark on almost every facet 
of life, including Sodality of the 
Militia of the Immaculata at St. 
Elizabeth School in Paincourt-
ville. 

Students at St. Elizabeth 
continue to participate in a tra-
dition that began more than 80 
years ago. The purpose of the 
organization is paramount to 
the school’s mission of spiritu-
al growth because it focuses on 
nurturing the spiritual author-
ity of children. Getting them to 
realize they can lead prayer and 
other spiritual activities is tre-
mendously powerful. Motivat-
ing students to become active 
in their faith builds a strong 
foundation for their spirituality 
going forward in their life and 
provides a positive model for 
younger students in the school.   

The Sodality of the Militia 
of the Immaculata is a Roman 
Catholic Marian Society which 
began in 1563 under the leader-
ship of a young Belgian Jesuit, 
Father Jean Leunis, at the Col-
legio Romano of the Society of 
Jesus. Through the centuries, 
this ministry spread throughout 
Europe, India and the Americas. 

In the 1800s, the Children 
of Mary Sodalities began in 
France. Carmelite nuns from 
France established schools in 
New Orleans and ultimately at 
St. Elizabeth School, where the 
Sodality tradition continues. 

Sodality is a spiritual orga-
nization where Catholics act to-
gether for the Savior, the Blessed 
Mother and the church. The So-
dality holds the Blessed Virgin as 

the highest ideal of womanhood. 
Sodality members of St. Eliz-

abeth School serve the school 
and community as children of 
Mary. It is one of the most im-
portant organizations that the 
seventh and eighth graders par-
ticipate in at St. Elizabeth. It fos-
ters devotion, reverence and love 
toward the Blessed Mother. 

Our motto is “To Jesus 
through Mary.”

Christ is the center of So-
dality devotion and members 
perform acts of service dedicat-
ed to the church. In years past, 
students have adopted nursing 
home residents, participated in 
silent protest against abortion, 
attended the Blue Mass in honor 
of law enforcement officers and 
collected items for the local food 
bank. 

Despite COVID-19 restric-
tions, this expectation of service 
continues. Students attend Fri-
day Mass, where members serve 
as lectors and altar servers. Re-
cently, they participated in the 
living rosary with the Silver 
Rose. They also created Christ-
mas cards for other children. 

Students wear special attire 
every Friday to honor the Bless-
ed Mother. Girls wear powder 
blue skirts and white tops and 
boys wear khaki pants, white 
dress shirts and powder blue 
ties. Members also adorn the Mi-
raculous Medal, which is silver 
in color with blue accents and 
is suspended from a royal blue 
ribbon. 

Seventh graders at St. Eliza-
beth School were inducted into 
The Sodality of the Militia of 
the Immaculata on Friday, Sept. 
4 at St. Elizabeth Church’s the 
weekly Mass. Pastor Father Tomi 
Thomas, with the help of Dea-
con Ehren “Wheeler” Oschwald,  

placed blessed Miraculous Med-
als around the necks of each 
inductee, as well as offered a 
blessing for them and the newly 
inducted officers. 

Members of the 2020-2021 
Sodality of the Militia of the Im-
maculata are as follows: 

Eighth grade students: Chole 
Caminita, Haden Cedotal (Trea-
surer), Joshua Delhommer, Alex 
Landry (Sergeant At Arms), 
Aiden LeBlanc, Lincoln Naquin 

(Vice Prefect), Aiden Paine, 
Austin Paine (Prefect), Renee 
Ryland, Ashley Salazar, Seth 
Strubb, Andrew Thibodeaux 
(Secretary) and Cecile Thibo-
deaux.

Seventh-grade students: 
Brennan Blanchard, Sarah 
Blanchard, Vaughn Blanchard, 
Hunter Borne, Wyatt Diaz, Is-
abella George, Skylar Granier, 
Cooper Hood, Kollin Landry, 
Megan LeBlanc, John Lewis, 

Krista Naquin, Braydon Romero 
and Hayden Thibodeaux.

The Sodality of the Militia 
of the Immaculata has been a 
tradition at St. Elizabeth since 
1938.  This is an organization 
students look forward to par-
ticipating in as early as the ele-
mentary grade levels. The school 
depends on Sodality members 
to set an example of kindness 
and true love for Jesus through 
Mary, his mother. 

Sodality going strong despite current restrictions

Sodality at  St. Elizabeth School in Paincourtville. Photos provided by St. Elizabeth School

Sodality members Austin Paine and Sister Anija at  St. Elizabeth School 
in Paincourtville. 
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Special to The Catholic Commentator

“This place is soooo beautiful, I could 
marry it!”

“Wow, this is amazing!”
“Oh my goodness! I am so happy my 

parents donated to help get us a new 
gym.”

“I can run so much faster on this cool 
floor!”

“Can’t believe we raised enough mon-
ey to get a new gym!”

“We are so lucky!”
Following Christmas break, these 

were comments overheard by the St. 
Thomas the More School in Baton Rouge 
teachers when students walked into 
their newly renovated gym for the first 
time. 

In the midst of a worldwide pandem-
ic, St. Thomas More parents, grandpar-
ents, parishioners and teachers demon-
strated incredible generosity this fall, 
raising just more than $100,000 to 
install a new floor and bleachers in the 
school gymnasium. 

The remaining balance to complete 
the project was covered by parish re-
sources approved by St. Thomas More 

Church pastor Father Michael J. Alello. 
Additional improvements to the gym 

include the installation of LED lights, 
painting of walls, removal of outdated 
window coverings and acquisition of 
a new scorer’s table and new sideline 
chairs. 

GraceHebertCurtis Architects gener-
ated the design for the renovation. Al-
though the timeline for completing the 
project was ambitious, because of an 
amazing group of partners the project 
was completed on schedule, opening for 
students use after Christmas break on 
Tuesday, Jan. 5. 

The Catholic School Athletic Associ-
ation will resume sports this semester, 
so boys basketball and girls volleyball 
will be the first teams to utilize the new-
ly renovated space.

The STM gym was constructed as 
the original church for the parish in 
1960 and was the home to liturgy and 
worship until the new church was built 
in 1986. The former church was decom-
missioned and converted into a gym in 
1987.

In 2012, the school renovated the 
gym lobby with new bathrooms and a 

concession stand as part of the “Legacy 
Campaign.” This most recent set of proj-
ects brings the gym renovation efforts 

to completion and provides a beautiful 
space for students to enjoy for many 
years to come. 
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GraceHebertCurtis Architects generated the design for the gym renovation for St. Thomas 
More School in Baton Rouge. Photo provided by St. Thomas More School

Diocese of Baton Rouge 
Catholic Schools Office 

 St. Thomas More Catholic school seeks a joyful, faith-filled, dynamic, and  visionary 
leader to serve as principal of our parish school, beginning in the  summer of 2021. 
STM has a rich history of success in the Baton Rouge  community, and the parish has 
experienced revitalization in the past several  years. We seek a leader who will continue 
the positive momentum for our  community as we move STM forward. 
 The principal serves as the leader and chief executive of the school, reporting  
directly to the pastor of STM Church. The ideal candidate will embrace and  promote 
best practices in Catholic elementary education: spirituality,  pedagogy, curriculum, 
student formation, etc. The ideal candidate will also be  an excellent communicator 
desiring to partner with parents, to support  colleagues, and to nurture students. 
 St. Thomas More Catholic School opened its doors in 1960 and was recognized  as 
a national Blue Ribbon School of Excellence in 2016. STM currently serves  675 
students in PK3 through 8th Grade. The faculty consists of 80 dedicated  employees 
including teachers, teaching assistants, two counselors, two  resource teachers, a 
school nurse, and office staff.  
Mission Statement: 
 St. Thomas More Catholic School is committed to continuing a legacy of  excellence 
in religious and academic education in a nurturing environment  that fosters self-disci-
pline.  
Applicants who meet the following criteria will be considered:
 ● Practicing Catholic
 ● Master’s Degree, able to meet LA non-public requirements
 ● Minimum of five years of experience in education, preferably in Catholic schools
 ● Demonstrated leadership ability, preferably in Catholic education
 ● Must be available on or before July 1, 2021
Mail resumé, letter of interest, philosophy of education, copies of all college  transcripts 
showing degrees, and three letters of recommendation to:
   Catholic Schools Office 
   Attn: St. Thomas More Principal Search  
   P.O. Box 2028 
   Baton Rouge, LA 70821-2028

Evangelize Hearts, Educate Minds, Encourage Talent, and Embrace the Future 
The schools of the Diocese of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, admit students of any race, color, national and ethnic 
origin to all rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at its 
schools. They do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of educa-
tional policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school administered 
programs.

St. Thomas More Catholic School 
Baton Rouge, LA

PRINCIPAL OPENING 
2021-22 School Year 

STM completes gym renovation
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Special to  
The Catholic Commentator

St. George Catholic School in 
Baton Rouge continues to cel-
ebrate annual traditions even 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Each year fifth grade students 
participate in the praying of the 
living rosary. So on Oct. 22 and 
Oct. 29 St. George fifth graders 
celebrated World Mission Day by 
leading a virtual school wide liv-
ing rosary. 

The rosary was viewed on the 
school’s YouTube channel where 
the school community, family 
members and public could watch 
and participate.

“The living rosary is a tra-
dition at St. George that has 
evolved over time,” principal 
Angele Fontenot said.  “The col-
ored beads used to represent the 
different areas of the world are a 
wonderful visual that lets us see 
that we might live in different 
places but in this rosary and in 
God’s eyes, we all come together 
in prayer.” 

During the rosary, the school 
community learned more about 
and prayed for the struggles 
of migrants and refugees all 

around the world. The students 
prayed for peace for the people 
of each continent. 

“This year was especially 
important for my fifth graders 
to lead the living rosary for our 
school and parish community,” 
fifth grade teacher Lara Betten-
courtt said. “My students have 
had to miss out on so much this 
past year, so we were determined 
to make this work in the safest 
way possible.  I truly believe 
children’s prayers are the stron-
gest prayers and through Mary’s 
intercession, we prayed for not 
only our country but the world.” 

Fifth grade student 
Shaunnessy Rose said, “When 
I first saw the living rosary in 
kindergarten, I could not wait to 
be part of it. I was worried at the 
start of this school year that we 
would not be able to have the liv-
ing rosary because of COVID. My 
teacher told us the living rosary 
would still go on, but we would 
just have to break the grade up 
into two groups. I was so excit-
ed to finally have the chance to 
lead this special prayer with my 
classmates.  I’m so happy that we 
were able to pray the living rosa-
ry and honor our mother.”

St. George  
traditions alive even 

during pandemic

Students at St. George School in Baton Rouge participate in praying of the living rosary in the school gym. 
Photo provided by St. George School

S U B M I T  YO U R  
S C H O O L  N E W S  

TO  D E B B I E  S H E L L E Y  AT 
D S H E L L E Y @ D I O B R . O R G
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Catholic Schools do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or  
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Open HOuse 
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Forming Faith and Future

Special to The Catholic Commentator

The campus at St. Aloysius School in Baton 
Rouge campus looks different this year. 

Teachers, rather than students, are changing 
classrooms. Everyone is wearing a mask. Spray 
bottles of hand sanitizer are used constantly. 
Students and faculty complete personal health 
screenings before coming to school. 

Some students are learning on-line while most 
are learning in-person. Despite the differences, 
St. Aloysius School is holding true to its mission 
of “educating the whole child in the Catholic tradi-
tion for a life of meaning and purpose.”

Adjustments have been made using COVID 
protocols that are keeping  students and facul-
ty safe. Although the student body is too large to 

gather in the gym for morning assembly, they join 
together for prayer and announcements over the 
intercom speaker. 

Father Randy Cuevas and Father Ryan Hallford 
join as special leaders of prayer. During the Advent 
season, a special weekly prayer service, led by ad-
visory board members, was livestreamed into the 
classrooms.

School Masses are celebrated every Wednesday. 
One class facilitates and attends Mass in church. 
The rest of the classes watch in their homerooms, 
via church livestream. Family members are sent 
the link so they can virtually worship as well.

Also, the second grade sacramental prepa-
ration program has begun. Second graders 
received their first reconciliation at school in 
homeroom groups rather than during the tradi-

tional large parish celebration with 
families.  

Second graders are preparing for 
first Eucharist. Students will cel-
ebrate the sacrament according to 
whatever protocols are set in place by 
the Diocese of Baton Rouge and the 
state.

The students are still participat-
ing in the Prayer Partner program, 
which pairs seventh and first graders 
and eighth and second graders. Since 
different homerooms cannot min-
gle during the day, students are ex-
changing greetings by writing notes 
and creating artwork to share, rather 
than meeting in person.

The school’s Service Project pro-
gram has also been affected by the 
COVID-19 protocols. For example, 
the third grade project of making 
Christmas cards for the troops had 
to be completed by Nov. 12. This al-
lowed for a required 30-day quar-
antine to assure no germs would be 
sent along with Christmas greet-
ings.

Although not able to participate 
in some of the usual service projects, 

St. Aloysius adapting to new protocols

Students and faculty at St. Aloysius School contributed 3,170 pounds in the “Great Sea-Food Bank Chal-
lenge.” Photos provided by St. Aloysius School

Third graders at St. Aloysius School in Baton Rouge wrote Christ-
mas cards to contribute to the “A Million Thanks” program, an or-
ganization providing support and appreciation to active and vet-
eran military members through sending letters. Pictured is 
Camille Forman with her card. Photo provided by Edie Boudreaux | St. Aloysius 
School

students have continued to participate in collecting food for the Food 
Bank once a month. In November, students and faculty contributed 
3,170 pounds in the “Great Sea-Food Bank Challenge.” The goal of 
the challenge was to provide holiday meals to families whose lives 
have been negatively impacted by the coronavirus. 

In various ways throughout the school year, the faculty, staff, stu-
dents and parents of St. Aloysius  have shown tremendous creativity 
and flexibility in adapting new procedures. Together, we look for-
ward to the second semester of learning, prayer and growth.
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(CNA) – Catholic schools re-
ceived 80% of the 2020 Nation-
al Blue Ribbon awards issued to 
private schools this year by the 
Department of Education. Of 50 
private schools to win the award, 
40 are Catholic.  

St. Jude the Apostle School 

and Catholic High School, each 
in Baton Rouge received Blue 
Ribbon awards.

This year, the Department 
of Education designated 367 
schools  317 public and 50 
non-public  as National Blue 
Ribbon Schools. The 40 Catho-

lic schools honored were from 17 
states and 21 dioceses.

The awards were announced 
on September 24.

“The National Blue Ribbon 
Schools award affirms the hard 
work of students, educators, 
families and communities in 

creating safe and welcoming 
schools where students master 
challenging content,” says the 
Department of Education’s web-
site for the award.

“The National 
Blue Ribbon 
Schools flag 
gracing a 
s c h o o l ’ s 
b u i l d i n g 
is a widely 
recognized 
symbol of 
exemplary 
teaching and 
learning. Na-
tional Blue Rib-
bon Schools are an 
inspiration and a model 
for schools still striving for ex-
cellence,” says the site.

Schools can be designated as 
National Blue Ribbon winners 
once every five years.

For non-public schools to be 
recognized, their students must 
score in the top 15% national-
ly on standardized English and 
math tests.

Kelly Branaman, secretary 

for Catholic schools and su-
perintendent of schools for the 
Archdiocese of Washington, 
told CNA that she was “appre-

ciative” that non-pub-
lic schools were 

recognized as 
well as public 

schools.
“This al-

lows Cath-
olic schools 
across the 
c o u n t r y 

to demon-
strate their 

excellence on 
a national level,” 

she said.
“It is gratifying that the 

U.S. Department of Education 
recognizes what so many par-
ents and teachers already know: 
that our Catholic schools provide 
a great education where academ-
ic excellence and our Catholic 
faith thrive,” said Branaman.

“We’re grateful for this honor, 
and it will serve to inspire us as 
we will continue to offer our stu-
dents an outstanding education.”

Catholic schools take home 40 National Blue Ribbon awards

Exceptional care for heads, 
shoulders, knees and toes
(and a whole lot more).

From active little bodies all the way up to those on the verge of adulthood, 
our skilled team of physicians is here to provide exceptional care through 
every stage of your child’s life. Should you ever need specialty services such 
as pediatric orthopedics, neurosurgery, cardiology and more, choosing a 
pediatrician with the strength of a statewide network at his or her back 
can make a difference. With 18 clinics across Greater Baton Rouge, we offer 
convenient locations and access to:

    • Video or in-office, same-day appointments
    • Online scheduling
    • Extended hours
    • Physicals & immunizations

Exceptional care starts here.
For pediatrics, specialists, emergency and 
hospital care (and a whole lot more), visit 
ololchildrens.org/pediatrics.

Printing 
some 40,000 

copies  
every other 

week for 
the Diocese 

of Baton 
Rouge
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